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Survivors of Abuse NJ has announced an expanded initiative to raise awareness of civil legal remedies

available to individuals who experienced sexual abuse in boarding schools across New Jersey. The initiative,

led by managing attorney Joseph L. Messa, Jr., Esq., focuses on ensuring survivors understand their rights

under state law and the legal responsibilities of institutions charged with student care and supervision.

?Boarding schools carry an exceptional level of responsibility because students often live on campus and rely

on staff for both education and daily safety,? said Joseph L. Messa, Jr., Esq., managing attorney at Survivors

of Abuse NJ. ?Our work is centered on providing survivors with information about their rights and access to

the civil justice system when that trust is broken.?

The new initiative comes in response to increasing public attention surrounding misconduct within residential

educational institutions. Boarding school environments create unique vulnerabilities, as students are

frequently separated from family oversight and dependent on institutional staff for protection. Civil litigation in



these cases may involve both individual offenders and the schools, boards, or religious organizations that

employed or supervised them. Legal claims often examine whether institutions fulfilled their duties under

state child protection statutes, maintained adequate supervision policies, and responded appropriately to

prior complaints.

New Jersey?s Child Victims Act has expanded the ability of survivors to file civil claims related to past abuse.

The legislation allows individuals to bring claims until the age of 55 or within seven years of discovering the

connection between the abuse and resulting harm. This legal reform has reopened the path for many

survivors of boarding school abuse to pursue cases that were previously time-barred, highlighting a renewed

focus on accountability and institutional transparency.

Survivors of Abuse NJ?s educational materials outline how civil claims involving boarding school abuse are

processed under state law. The organization provides factual guidance on filing procedures, evidence

requirements, and the role of expert testimony in establishing institutional negligence. These resources are

intended to support survivors, legal professionals, and advocates seeking a clearer understanding of how civil

remedies can complement broader safeguarding efforts in educational and residential settings.

Boarding school abuse cases can involve layers of oversight extending beyond individual campuses. Claims

may include affiliated religious orders, national governing boards, or nonprofit foundations that manage the

schools. Courts frequently evaluate whether these entities implemented appropriate hiring, training, and

reporting standards. Documentation such as internal correspondence, staff records, and compliance reports

may serve as critical evidence in determining whether institutions took adequate steps to prevent harm or

address prior allegations.

Survivors of Abuse NJ applies a trauma-informed approach to its outreach and representation efforts,

emphasizing survivor autonomy and informed decision-making. Many individuals who experienced abuse in

boarding schools describe feelings of isolation and fear of reprisal, which can delay disclosure for years or

even decades. The organization?s model prioritizes confidentiality, emotional safety, and clarity about the

procedural steps of civil litigation. This approach aims to ensure survivors can pursue justice within a

framework that acknowledges the long-term effects of institutional trauma.

Broader discussions among policymakers, legal professionals, and advocacy groups continue to address

how boarding schools and similar institutions can strengthen protective measures for students. Civil litigation

has contributed to reforms including mandatory background checks, enhanced staff training, and independent

reporting mechanisms for misconduct. By highlighting the intersection of law, policy, and institutional

responsibility, Survivors of Abuse NJ contributes to the ongoing dialogue about prevention and accountability

in residential education environments.



Established to serve individuals affected by institutional and professional abuse, Survivors of Abuse NJ

provides information about relevant statutes, claim processes, and civil remedies under New Jersey law. The

organization continues to expand its educational programming and resources to assist survivors in

understanding their legal options and the procedural landscape for filing abuse-related claims.

For more information, visit Survivors of Abuse NJ to learn more about the organization?s educational

initiatives addressing civil remedies for survivors of abuse in boarding school environments.
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