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Siam Legal International, a leading legal services firm based in Bangkok, is providing guidance to

international travelers and businesses regarding Thailand's comprehensive visa reforms effective August 31,

2025. The reforms will consolidate the country's non-immigrant visa categories from 17 to just seven, marking

the most significant restructuring of Thailand's immigration framework in recent years.

The sweeping changes aim to streamline application processes, reduce bureaucratic overlap, and accelerate

processing times for foreign nationals seeking to enter Thailand for various purposes. The consolidation

affects all non-immigrant visa categories while maintaining existing rights, eligibility criteria, stay durations,

and renewal procedures.

Under the new structure, Thailand Visa categories will be simplified into seven distinct classifications: F for

diplomatic and government officials, B for business and investment activities, ED for education and research,

M for journalists and media professionals, O for family and retirement purposes, L-A for employment and

work authorization, and O L-A as a hybrid category combining family and work purposes.



"The consolidation represents a practical modernization of Thailand's immigration system that will benefit

both applicants and immigration officers," said Rex Baay, a spokesperson for Siam Legal International.

"While the category labels are changing, the fundamental rights and requirements remain intact, ensuring a

smooth transition for existing visa holders whose documents will remain valid and can be renewed under the

new classification system."

The reforms coincide with Thailand's broader digital transformation initiatives in immigration processing. The

Thailand Digital Arrival Card, known as TDAC, has become a mandatory requirement for all international

arrivals nationwide. Additionally, Thailand has fully implemented its global e-Visa system, eliminating

traditional visa stickers in favor of digital documentation.

For business travelers and foreign investors, the consolidation of business visa categories promises

particular advantages. Company directors, investors, and entrepreneurs will navigate a more straightforward

application process under the unified B category. Students, retirees, and families relocating to Thailand will

similarly benefit from clearer pathways under their respective consolidated categories.

The visa-exempt stay policy continues to allow nationals from 93 countries to remain in Thailand for up to 60

days without a visa. While discussions about reducing this period to 30 days have occurred at the policy

level, no implementation date has been announced.

These reforms position Thailand competitively within the ASEAN region and align with global trends toward

digital-first immigration systems. The changes reflect Thailand's commitment to maintaining its status as a

preferred destination for international business, education, and retirement while improving administrative

efficiency.

Siam Legal International advises travelers and businesses to verify current regulations before making travel

arrangements, as implementation details may evolve. The firm emphasizes that existing visa holders will

experience no disruption to their status, with all current visas remaining valid through their designated

expiration dates.

Siam Legal International has provided comprehensive legal and immigration services throughout Thailand for

over two decades. The firm specializes in visa applications, business registration, family law, litigation, and

property services, maintaining offices in Bangkok with a team of experienced legal professionals serving both

individual and corporate clients across multiple jurisdictions.
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