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In a field where surgical credentials can vary widely, Dr. Michael A. Brusco: Northern Virginia?s World

College of Refractive Surgery Fellow | Elite LASIK Surgeon Credentials introduces new clarity to what defines

verified expertise in refractive surgery. The article highlights Dr. Brusco?s recognition by the World College of

Refractive Surgery and Visual Sciences (WCRS), an international institution that represents the highest level

of professional certification in vision correction. Less than 3.33% of LASIK surgeons in the United States

have achieved this designation, which confirms advanced proficiency through surgical volume, peer-reviewed

evaluation, and ongoing education.

The World College of Refractive Surgery Fellowship is considered the gold standard in refractive surgery

credentials, reserved for ophthalmologists who demonstrate exceptional skill in procedures such as LASIK,

PRK, SMILE, ICL, and refractive lens exchange. According to the WCRS directory, only five surgeons in

Virginia currently hold Fellowship status, with Dr. Brusco serving the Northern Virginia and Washington D.C.

region through his practice, Brusco Vision. The distinction reflects verified surgical experience and ethical

standards that surpass general ophthalmology board certification, which measures broad clinical competency



rather than subspecialty mastery in laser vision correction.

Dr. Brusco?s credentials were earned through a rigorous process involving verification of thousands of

documented cases, comprehensive oral examinations, and peer-reviewed assessment by an international

panel of refractive experts. His Fellowship also requires continuous professional education to ensure

adherence to evolving global standards in surgical safety and innovation. ?The World College of Refractive

Surgery Fellowship signifies more than training?it represents an enduring commitment to advancing the

science and safety of refractive surgery through measurable excellence,? said Dr. Brusco, refractive surgeon

and founder of Brusco Vision.

With more than 51,000 vision correction procedures performed, including over 45,000 corneal-based

surgeries and 6,000 lens-based procedures, Dr. Brusco has built one of the nation?s most extensive surgical

records in refractive care. At one point, he performed nearly one percent of all LASIK procedures in the

United States annually. His technical skill and consistent outcomes have made him a trusted authority in

advanced laser and lens-based vision correction techniques. He is also an Assistant Professor of

Ophthalmology at George Washington University, where he contributes to the training of future

ophthalmologists and promotes evidence-based surgical standards.

The WCRS certification?s value lies in its objectivity. Traditional ophthalmology board certification validates a

physician?s overall medical knowledge but does not measure refractive surgery outcomes or procedural

experience. In contrast, the WCRS Fellowship process examines case complexity, complication

management, and long-term surgical results. Dr. Brusco?s Fellowship verifies mastery across the full

spectrum of vision correction procedures, ensuring that patients benefit from treatment guided by data,

precision, and professional accountability.

The article further notes that the Fellowship?s focus on education and peer review aligns with global efforts to

standardize surgical excellence in refractive medicine. Each WCRS Fellow must demonstrate proficiency

across multiple systems and technologies, including femtosecond laser-assisted LASIK, surface ablation

procedures, and phakic intraocular lens implantation. The certification underscores patient safety through

adherence to evidence-based practices and strict ethical oversight.

Beyond his Fellowship, Dr. Brusco is recognized internationally as a contributor to refractive surgery

standards and surgical training. As a founding member of the WCRS, he helped shape many of the

evaluation benchmarks now used to assess surgeon performance worldwide. He has been named a STAAR

Top 100 International Surgeon multiple times, reflecting his contribution to the advancement of vision

correction technology and outcomes. His membership in the American Academy of Ophthalmology, the

American Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgery, and the Refractive Surgery Alliance further

demonstrates his involvement in maintaining and improving professional standards within the specialty.



Dr. Brusco?s experience extends beyond civilian practice. His earlier work performing vision correction

procedures for U.S. military personnel?including pilots and special operations units?through the Warfighter

Refractive Eye Surgery Program at Fort Riley reflects a high level of precision and trust placed in his surgical

expertise. This background has informed his approach to complex civilian cases, reinforcing the importance

of safety, readiness, and individualized treatment planning.

Patients throughout Northern Virginia, Washington D.C., and the broader DMV region now have convenient

access to a WCRS-certified refractive surgeon without the need to travel long distances for care. Brusco

Vision, located in Falls Church, offers an advanced clinical setting equipped with Alcon and ZEISS laser

systems, designed to optimize outcomes through detailed diagnostic and surgical precision.

The recognition of Dr. Brusco?s Fellowship also invites broader discussion within the ophthalmology

community regarding the need for standardized global benchmarks in refractive surgery training. As laser

vision correction becomes more widespread, the distinction between general ophthalmology certification and

refractive subspecialty expertise is becoming increasingly relevant to patients, educators, and researchers

alike.

Dr. Brusco?s Fellowship status and teaching role signify his ongoing commitment to advancing the field

through mentorship, research, and clinical excellence. By meeting the World College of Refractive Surgery?s

highest standards, he exemplifies the type of surgeon the organization seeks to recognize?those whose work

consistently reflects verified skill, ethical practice, and long-term dedication to improving visual outcomes.

For more information about Dr. Michael A. Brusco?s World College of Refractive Surgery Fellowship and his

practice, visit Brusco Vision.
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Brusco Vision

Brusco Vision is a next-generation vision center providing LASIK and refractive vision correction procedures to

Washington DC, DMV, and North Virginia residents.  LASIK, PRK, EVO ICL, SMILE, and Custom Lens Replacement

(RLE).

Website: https://www.bruscovision.com/
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