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DUI Law Firm Denver reports that Colorado drivers convicted of DUI offenses face mandatory SR-22

insurance requirements that significantly increase auto insurance costs for multiple years following conviction.

The firm notes that SR-22 certificates, required by the Colorado Department of Motor Vehicles for license

reinstatement after DUI convictions, typically result in insurance premium increases of 70 to 200 percent that

persist for three years minimum.

SR-22 insurance, technically a certificate of financial responsibility rather than a policy itself, must be filed by

insurance companies on behalf of high-risk drivers. Colorado law mandates SR-22 filing for all DUI

convictions, with drivers required to maintain continuous coverage without lapses. Any gap in coverage

triggers automatic license suspension and restarts the three-year requirement period.

"SR-22 requirements create long-term financial burdens that extend well beyond court-imposed fines and

fees," said Emilio De Simone, managing attorney at DUI Law Firm Denver. "Insurance companies classify



SR-22 drivers as high-risk, resulting in premium increases that often total tens of thousands of dollars over

the mandatory filing period."

The firm indicates that first-time DUI offenders in Colorado face average annual insurance premium

increases of $2,000 to $4,000 with SR-22 requirements. Multiple offense convictions result in higher

premiums, with some drivers experiencing annual increases exceeding $5,000. Insurance companies may

also cancel existing policies upon DUI conviction notification, forcing drivers to seek coverage from

specialized high-risk insurers at substantially higher rates.

DUI Attorneys at DUI Law Firm Denver note that SR-22 requirements apply to both alcohol and drug-related

driving convictions, including marijuana DUI cases. The certificate must be maintained regardless of vehicle

ownership status, meaning drivers without cars still need non-owner SR-22 policies to maintain valid licenses.

Failure to maintain SR-22 insurance results in immediate license suspension until proper filing resumes.

Colorado's SR-22 requirements begin after license reinstatement eligibility following DUI conviction. Drivers

must first complete court-ordered penalties, including jail time, community service, and alcohol education

programs. License reinstatement also requires payment of reinstatement fees, completion of any required

ignition interlock device periods, and proof of SR-22 insurance filing.

The financial impact extends beyond insurance premiums. Total DUI conviction costs in Colorado average

$13,000 to $15,000 when combining court fines, legal fees, increased insurance premiums, ignition interlock

devices, and lost wages from license suspension. Professional licenses in healthcare, education, and

commercial driving face additional scrutiny, potentially affecting employment and earning capacity.

A DUI Law Firm Denver Attorney emphasizes that Colorado law provides only seven days following arrest to

request a DMV hearing to contest automatic license suspension. This deadline affects both the criminal case

and subsequent SR-22 requirements, as administrative license suspensions trigger insurance consequences

even before criminal conviction.

The firm reports handling cases where proper legal representation resulted in reduced charges or dismissals

that avoided SR-22 requirements entirely. Plea negotiations sometimes achieve reductions from DUI to

lesser offenses like careless driving, which do not mandate SR-22 filing. Such outcomes prevent the

cascading financial consequences of high-risk insurance classification.

DUI Law Firm Denver specializes in criminal defense with particular focus on DUI and DWAI cases

throughout the Denver metropolitan area. The firm provides legal representation for both alcohol and



drug-related driving offenses, including court appearances, evidence analysis, and negotiations with

prosecutors.

###
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