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Based Dating has released a new 2025 observational report outlining emerging trends in dating app

photography and profile presentation among men in major U.S. cities. The report reflects patterns identified

through ongoing work with professionals navigating highly competitive dating environments where visual

impression remains a dominant factor in early matching behavior.

The findings from the report note that dating apps continue to place considerable weight on visual

communication. Across markets including New York, San Francisco, and Los Angeles, men are shifting away

from staged or formal portraits and toward photography that captures natural expressions, relaxed posture,

and context-rich settings. According to the report, users increasingly respond to images that feel grounded in

everyday life rather than stylized shoots, a trend shaped by evolving expectations of authenticity on mobile

platforms.

A photograph included in the report shows a client seated in a Manhattan lounge during the early evening,



with the skyline visible behind him. The example demonstrates how lighting, posture, and environment

influence the way viewers interpret personality and lifestyle within seconds. The image is also used to

illustrate how subtle visual cues guide initial interest on platforms where decisions are often made quickly.

Vincent Chan, founder of Based Dating and the analyst behind the report, said the shift reflects broader

changes in how men navigate digital first impressions. He explained that many individuals working in

fast-paced industries want clearer guidance on how to present themselves online in a way that aligns with

their careers while still maintaining approachability. Chan noted that photography choices increasingly mirror

how men want to establish presence and relatability in crowded urban dating scenes.

The report also highlights the influence of regional dating dynamics. In cities such as New York, where

population density and professional concentration create strong competition on apps, men often prioritize

images that show clarity, confidence, and a sense of environment. The New York City Dating App

Photographer page on the Based Dating website provides additional examples of how these principles are

applied in markets where dating patterns shift rapidly.

The portfolio section on the Based Dating website offers further context on how men are choosing to present

themselves in 2025. Across cities, clients tend to favor photography that emphasizes natural expressions and

realistic lifestyle cues, which the report identifies as a growing preference among dating app users as a

whole.

Chan said the purpose of the release is to outline the evolving role of photography within online dating rather

than promote a specific style. He emphasized that men in urban centers are responding to the broader

cultural movement toward authenticity, and that these trends reflect patterns already visible in early-year

audits of dating profiles. He added that visual presentation, profile structure, and communication tone

collectively shape how individuals approach early-stage interactions online.

More information about the report and its examples can be found on the Based Dating website, including its

portfolio and the New York City overview page, which outlines how photography is adapted for metropolitan

dating markets.

About Based Dating

Based Dating was founded by Vincent Chan to provide structured guidance on dating app presentation,

including photography, profile development, and communication strategy. The company works nationwide

and focuses on helping individuals build clarity and consistency across their online dating presence.
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Based Dating

Based Dating helps men get real results on dating apps through high-converting photos, expert profile strategy, and

coaching. Founded by Vincent Chan, it has served 100+ clients across the U.S.
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