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Reef Guardians Hawaii has developed an innovative approach to marine conservation by engaging tourists

as active participants in reef protection through its Hawaii SeaLife App, transforming casual beachgoers into

informed conservation partners during their island visits.

The science-based nonprofit, which focuses on protecting coral reefs through research, restoration, and

education, created a family-friendly mobile application to help visitors identify and understand the marine life

they encounter while snorkeling, diving, or exploring Hawaii's coastlines. The app serves as a digital field

guide that provides instant information about sea creatures and near-shore species, while simultaneously

educating users about conservation practices that protect these fragile ecosystems. The Hawaii SeaLife app

can be downloaded for free from the www.reefguardians.org website.

"When tourists understand what they're seeing underwater, they naturally become more invested in

protecting it," said Tom Woods, spokesperson for Reef Guardians Hawaii. "The free app transforms a typical



vacation activity into an educational experience that creates lasting connections between visitors and our

marine environment. Every tourist who learns to identify a humuhumunukunukuapua'a or understands why

touching coral damages the reef becomes an advocate for ocean conservation."

The Hawaii SeaLife App addresses a critical gap in marine conservation efforts by reaching the millions of

tourists who visit Hawaiian waters annually. Traditional conservation education programs often struggle to

connect with short-term visitors, but the mobile app provides immediate, accessible information at the

moment of discovery. Users can photograph marine life they encounter and quickly identify species, learn

about their behaviors, understand their role in the ecosystem, and discover how human activities impact their

survival.

The application includes detailed profiles of hundreds of species commonly found in Hawaiian waters, from

colorful reef fish and sea turtles to various coral species and invertebrates. Each profile contains scientific

information presented in accessible language, along with conservation status updates and specific guidelines

for responsible interaction.

Beyond species identification, the app educates users about broader conservation issues affecting Hawaii's

reefs, including coral bleaching, invasive species, pollution impacts, and the importance of reef-safe

sunscreen. Interactive features allow users to report unusual sightings or potential environmental concerns

directly to Reef Guardians Hawaii's research team, creating a citizen science network that enhances ongoing

monitoring efforts.

The organization has integrated the app with its other educational initiatives, including its Reef Camp for

children aged 8-13 and after-school programs led by marine biologists, along with an online sea school

available on its website. These programs combine hands-on science activities with technology, teaching

young participants how to use the app as a research tool while fostering long-term interest in marine

conservation. Reef Guardians Hawaii continues to expand the app's capabilities based on user feedback and

emerging conservation needs.

Reef Guardians Hawaii is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting and preserving coral

reefs through scientific research, habitat restoration, and public education. The organization conducts

extensive studies on reef ecosystems, implements restoration projects throughout Hawaii, and operates

multiple educational programs designed to foster environmental stewardship. More information about their

programs and initiatives, and links to download the free App can be found at www.reefguardians.org.
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