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Siam Legal International, a leading Thailand-based law firm, is providing essential guidance on how the

Long-Term Resident (LTR) visa enables qualifying foreign nationals to legally remit overseas income into

Thailand without paying Thai personal income tax, addressing growing concerns about recent changes to

foreign income taxation rules.

The clarification comes as Thailand's Revenue Department has tightened its interpretation of tax regulations,

now potentially taxing foreign-source income remitted into Thailand regardless of when it was earned. This

shift has created uncertainty among expatriates, retirees, and remote workers who maintain income streams

from abroad while residing in Thailand.

The LTR visa program, a 10-year residency initiative designed to attract high-potential foreigners to Thailand,

offers a significant exemption from these tax obligations for certain categories of visa holders. The visa

provides an initial five-year period, renewable once for another five years if qualifications are maintained,

along with lifestyle benefits including fast-track airport services, annual reporting instead of 90-day reporting,



and digital work permits.

"The LTR visa represents a strategic solution for individuals seeking long-term residency in Thailand while

maintaining favorable tax treatment on their foreign income," said Rex Baay, senior legal advisor at Siam

Legal International. "Understanding the specific exemptions available under this program has become crucial

as Thailand updates its approach to taxing foreign-source income."

Under Thai tax law, individuals staying in Thailand for 180 days or more in a calendar year become Thai tax

residents. The recent interpretation changes mean that foreign-source income including salaries, pensions,

dividends, rental income, interest, and investment returns, may be subject to Thai tax when remitted into the

country.

However, three categories under the LTR visa program qualify for complete exemption from Thai tax on

eligible foreign-source income: Wealthy Global Citizens, Wealthy Pensioners, and Work From Thailand

Professionals. A fourth category, Highly Skilled Professionals, receives a separate benefit through a flat 17

percent tax rate on qualifying Thai employment income.

The Wealthy Global Citizen category accommodates high-net-worth individuals earning income primarily from

overseas investments, dividends, and rental properties. The Wealthy Pensioner category serves retirees

receiving stable pensions from abroad, while the Work From Thailand Professional category supports

individuals working remotely for overseas employers or clients.

Siam Legal International, certified by the Thailand Board of Investment as an authorized agency for LTR visa

applications, emphasizes that tax outcomes depend on multiple factors including the specific LTR category,

income source, applicable double tax treaties, and remittance methods. The firm's in-house tax consultants

assist clients in understanding compliance obligations and navigating the evolving regulatory landscape.

The firm notes that while general guidelines provide valuable context, personalized tax advice remains

essential given the complexity of international tax law and individual circumstances. Professional consultation

ensures proper compliance while maximizing available benefits under the LTR framework. For more details

about this expansion and services, visit

https://pressadvantage.com/i_story/86283-siam-legal-international-expands-thailand-law-firm-operations-in-b

angkok-for-2026-growth.

Siam Legal International operates from its Bangkok headquarters with additional offices in Chiang Mai,

Pattaya, Samui, and Phuket, providing comprehensive legal services including corporate law, property



transactions, litigation, immigration, and family law matters to international clients throughout Thailand.
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