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As winter temperatures fluctuate across Michigan, BC Exteriors has issued guidance on the formation and

dangers of ice dams on residential roofs. The company, known for its expertise in roofing services,

emphasizes the need for awareness during periods of freeze-thaw cycles that contribute to these common

yet damaging occurrences. Homeowners in areas such as Fenton, Linden, and surrounding communities

face heightened risks this season, prompting the release of educational information drawn from established

industry knowledge.

Ice dams develop when snow accumulates on a roof and begins to melt due to heat escaping from the home

below. During warmer daytime hours, this meltwater flows toward the roof's edges and gutters. However, as

temperatures drop at night, the water refreezes, creating thick barriers of ice along the eaves. Over time,

repeated cycles build these dams higher, preventing proper drainage. This process is particularly prevalent in

regions like Michigan, where freeze-thaw patterns occur frequently throughout the winter months. The article

on the BC Exteriors website details how roofs, being warmer than the surrounding air, accelerate this melting

and refreezing sequence.



The concerns associated with ice dams extend beyond visible ice buildup. When water backs up behind

these dams, it can seep under shingles and into the home's structure. This intrusion often leads to hidden

damage, including saturated insulation, warped wood framing, and compromised ceiling materials. Over

prolonged exposure, such issues can result in mold growth, electrical hazards, and weakened roof integrity. If

unaddressed, the deterioration may necessitate extensive repairs or even full roof replacement, imposing

significant financial burdens on affected households. BC Exteriors notes that early detection is crucial, as the

damage frequently remains concealed until spring thaws reveal the extent of the problem.

Chad Beard, owner of BC Exteriors, shared observations from years of handling winter-related roofing issues.

"In my experience serving Michigan communities, ice dams often form unnoticed during mild winter spells,

only to cause substantial harm when water penetrates the roof layers," Beard said. "Homeowners frequently

report discovering leaks or stains inside their homes after the fact, highlighting how these dams exploit

vulnerabilities in older or poorly insulated roofs."

Prevention plays a key role in mitigating these risks. Homeowners can take proactive steps by clearing

accumulated snow from roofs shortly after storms, using appropriate tools to avoid direct contact that might

damage shingles. For ongoing protection, the installation of heated cables along roof edges helps maintain

channels for meltwater to escape without refreezing. These cables, when properly placed, generate enough

warmth to prevent ice accumulation, especially in temperatures above freezing. Professional assessment

ensures that such measures are implemented safely, reducing the potential for fire hazards or improper

setup. Additionally, regular roof inspections before winter can identify insulation gaps or ventilation issues that

exacerbate ice dam formation.

Beyond immediate prevention, addressing underlying factors contributes to long-term roof health. Adequate

attic insulation minimizes heat loss, while proper ventilation systems allow warm air to escape without melting

rooftop snow unevenly. In cases where ice dams have already formed, safe removal techniques involve

applying heat or, in milder conditions, using materials like rock salt to facilitate melting. BC Exteriors advises

against amateur attempts at chipping away ice, as this can lead to shingle breakage or personal injury.

Instead, engaging qualified professionals ensures thorough evaluation and resolution without compounding

the damage.

Beard further elaborated on the broader implications for homeowner safety. "From what we've seen in past

winters, unaddressed ice dams not only degrade the roof but also pose safety risks through potential

structural weakening or ice falls from eaves," he said. "Prioritizing prevention through professional guidance

helps maintain the home's overall stability and protects residents from unforeseen hazards."

The recurring nature of ice dams in Michigan stems from the state's climatic conditions, where rapid

temperature shifts are commonplace. Historical weather data indicates that freeze-thaw cycles intensify in



late winter, amplifying the likelihood of dam formation. Homeowners in sloped-roof structures are particularly

susceptible, as gravity directs meltwater toward the edges. By understanding these dynamics, residents can

better prepare their properties, potentially averting costly interventions.

BC Exteriors operates as a veteran-owned company specializing in residential and commercial roofing,

gutters, and siding. Established to serve Fenton, Linden, and nearby areas including Bloomfield Hills, Grand

Blanc, Brighton, Howell, Rochester, Lake Orion, Clarkston, Flint, Oxford, Shelby Township, Grosse Pointe,

Holly, and Lake Fenton, the firm holds certifications as a GAF Master Elite Contractor. This status enables

the provision of enhanced warranties, such as the GAF Golden Pledge Limited Warranty, which covers

materials and workmanship. The company's commitment to quality stems from partnerships with leading

manufacturers and a focus on precise installations, including drone-assisted inspections for accurate

assessments.
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