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Siam Legal Chiang Mai, a premier legal and immigration firm serving Northern Thailand, has issued an

advisory warning foreign nationals about intensified enforcement measures targeting visa exemption abuse

throughout 2026. The firm reports that Thailand Immigration authorities are actively scrutinizing patterns of

consecutive 60-day visa exemption entries that indicate long-term residence rather than genuine tourism.

The advisory comes as immigration officers increasingly deny entry to individuals who repeatedly use tourist

exemptions to maintain continuous presence in Thailand. While the 60-day visa exemption remains available

for legitimate short-term visitors, authorities are now examining travel history patterns to identify those

circumventing proper visa requirements.

"Thailand Immigration has shifted from evaluating individual entries to analyzing overall travel patterns," said

Apichart Mattayanuwat, spokesperson from Siam Legal Chiang Mai. "Foreign nationals who rely on visa runs

every 60 days are discovering that what worked previously now triggers enforcement action. We're seeing



entry denials at both airports and land borders, with serious consequences for those caught unprepared."

The enforcement initiative addresses both regulatory compliance and national security concerns. Immigration

authorities have identified that repeated visa exemption use often correlates with failure to register addresses

properly, tax non-compliance, and attempts to avoid background screening requirements. The pattern

typically involves staying the full 60-day period, making brief exits to neighboring countries, and immediately

re-entering Thailand on a new exemption.

Under current enforcement guidelines, immigration officers may deny entry to individuals who have used visa

exemptions more than twice per calendar year in a continuous pattern suggesting long-term residence. Entry

denial carries significant consequences, including deportation at personal expense, potential detention

pending departure, denial stamps in passports, and complications for future travel to Thailand and other

countries.

The firm emphasizes that Thailand continues to welcome genuine tourists and short-term business visitors.

However, foreign nationals intending to remain in Thailand long-term must hold the appropriate visa for their

purpose of stay, such as the Destination Thailand Visa (DTV), Long-Term Resident (LTR) Visa, Thailand

Privilege Visa, or a qualifying Business Visa. The long-standing practice of relying on repeated visa runs to

remain in the country has effectively ended.

Siam Legal Chiang Mai advises foreign nationals currently relying on repeated visa exemptions to reassess

their immigration status immediately. Transitioning to proper visa status before encountering enforcement

action proves far less costly and disruptive than resolving an entry denial situation.

The firm notes particular concern for digital nomads and remote workers who may have grown comfortable

with visa run routines. These individuals face heightened risk as Thailand implements its new digital work

permit system and strengthens enforcement of employment regulations.

For additional context and detailed analysis of the regulatory changes affecting Northern Thailand, interested

parties can review

https://pressadvantage.com/story/86288-siam-legal-chiang-mai-strengthens-services-amid-regulatory-change

s-affecting-northern-thailand.

Siam Legal International has provided immigration and legal services to international clients for over 20

years, maintaining offices in Bangkok, Phuket, and Chiang Mai. The Chiang Mai office specializes in assisting

the growing expatriate and business community in Northern Thailand with comprehensive visa and legal



compliance services.
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Siam Legal Chiang Mai

Siam Legal Chiang Mai offers corporate, family, litigation, property, and immigration services. Our English-speaking

lawyers assist with company setup, visas, contracts, due diligence, land registration, and personal legal matters in

Northern Thailand.

Website: https://www.siam-legal.com/thai-law/chiang-mai-lawyer.php

Email: info@siam-legal.com

Phone: +66 53 818 306


