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Siam Legal International, a premier Bangkok-based law firm with over 20 years of experience, has issued a

critical advisory for foreign nationals in Thailand regarding intensified enforcement of the country's criminal

law framework amid heightened enforcement activity targeting expatriates, investors, and long-term

residents. The firm emphasizes that criminal exposure can arise from business activities, online conduct,

financial transactions, and immigration violations, and that foreign nationals are often unaware of the legal

differences between Thailand's civil law system and the common law jurisdictions of their home country.

The firm's advisory follows Thailand?s continued enforcement to strengthen coordination across multiple

agencies, with recent investigations highlighting how quickly foreign nationals can face criminal charges for

activities that might be considered civil or administrative matters in their home countries. Business

compliance failures, including nominee shareholding arrangements and unlicensed commercial activities,

have increasingly led to criminal prosecutions rather than simple regulatory penalties.



"Foreign nationals often underestimate how Thailand's criminal law framework differs from what they know in

common law countries," said Rex Baay, spokesperson for Siam Legal International. "Activities that might

result in civil penalties elsewhere can carry serious criminal consequences here, including detention, asset

freezing, and deportation. We're seeing more coordinated enforcement efforts across immigration, revenue,

and business regulatory authorities, making early legal guidance essential for anyone living or doing business

in Thailand."

Thailand operates under a civil law system where judges, rather than juries, determine both guilt and

sentencing. This procedural difference, when combined with the possibility of extended pre-trial detention and

strict bail conditions, can present significant challenges for foreign defendants unfamiliar with the Thai judicial

process. The firm notes that criminal liability can arise even without malicious intent, particularly in cases

involving business documentation, work permit violations, or online activities that may violate Thailand's strict

computer crime and defamation laws.

Immigration violations frequently intersect with criminal investigations, leading to visa revocation, blacklisting,

and deportation proceedings running parallel to criminal cases. The firm stresses that what begins as a

routine business dispute or regulatory inquiry can quickly escalate into criminal charges whennot properly

managed from the outset.

Siam Legal International emphasizes that engaging legal counsel at the earliest stage of any investigation or

inquiry can significantly affect outcomes. Statements made without proper legal representation, incomplete or

incorrect documentation, or delayed responses to official inquiries can substantially worsen legal exposure

and narrow defense options later in the process.

The firm's criminal defense capabilities are supported by its litigation department, led by Attorney Kittisak

Sriparesri, who brings over 10 years of specialized expertise in criminal law. The practice handles cases

ranging from minor offenses to serious felonies, offering comprehensive support throughout the Thai judicial

system. For additional information about criminal defense services and legal risk assessment, interested

parties can reference

https://pressadvantage.com/story/82210-siam-legal-international-highlights-criminal-defense-lawyer-expert.

Siam Legal International maintains offices in Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Pattaya, serving both

domestic and international clients with multilingual lawyers experienced in navigating Thailand's legal system.

The firm provides integrated legal services across criminal defense, immigration law, business compliance,

and civil litigation, offering confidential consultations to review potential legal risks for foreign nationals



residing or conducting business in Thailand.
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