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ATLANTA, GA - January 14, 2026 -

The Workers Compensation Lawyer Coalition reports that the National Council on Compensation Insurance
has filed for an 8.8 percent decrease in Georgia workers compensation loss costs effective March 1, 2026,
marking a significant shift in the state's workers compensation landscape that will affect both employers and

injured workers throughout Clarke County and the Athens area.

The rate filing, based on premium and loss experience data from policy years 2022 and 2023, includes a 9.3
percent decrease proposed for assigned risk market rates. While these reductions reflect improving
workplace safety trends across Georgia, the complexity of workers compensation claims continues to

challenge injured workers navigating the system.

"The rate decrease demonstrates positive safety trends in Georgia workplaces, but injured workers still face

significant challenges when pursuing compensation claims,” stated a spokesperson for the Workers



Compensation Lawyer Coalition. "With claim severity increasing for both medical and wage replacement
components in 2024, workers need experienced legal guidance to ensure they receive the full benefits

available under Georgia law."

The WCL ATL Athens workers compensation lawyer network emphasizes that injured workers must
understand their rights and responsibilities under Georgia law. Reporting requirements mandate that
employees notify their employer of workplace injuries promptly, with specific deadlines affecting benefit
eligibility. The claims process involves multiple steps, including medical treatment authorization, disability

determinations, and potential disputes requiring legal expertise.

The rate changes arrive as Georgia's workers compensation system continues evolving following 2023
legislation that increased maximum weekly benefits from $725 to $800 per week. Current maximum
temporary total disability and permanent partial disability rates stand at $800 per week, while temporary
partial disability rates cap at $533 per week. Benefits begin after a seven-day waiting period for injured

employees.

Despite declining claim frequency indicating safer workplaces, Georgia experienced 192 fatal workplace
injuries in 2023, according to Bureau of Labor Statistics data. The construction sector recorded the highest
number of fatalities with 37 deaths, while transportation and material moving occupations saw 56 fatal

workplace injuries statewide.

For Athens area employers, the rate decrease may reduce insurance costs, but workplace accident risks
remain substantial across local industries, including manufacturing, construction, healthcare, retail, and
transportation. Each sector presents unique injury risks requiring comprehensive workers compensation

coverage and proper claims management.

An Athens workers compensation lawyer can assist injured workers in navigating these complexities while
ensuring compliance with all procedural requirements. The firm notes that claim severity increases highlight

the importance of securing proper medical treatment and wage replacement benefits for workplace injuries.

The Workers Compensation Lawyer Coalition serves injured workers throughout Clarke County and
surrounding areas, providing specialized representation in workers compensation cases. The firm focuses
exclusively on helping employees secure benefits for workplace injuries, occupational illnesses, and
work-related disabilities. Their attorneys understand Georgia's workers compensation system and work to
protect injured workers' rights throughout the claims process.
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For more information about Workers Compensation Lawyer Coalition, contact the company here:Workers

Compensation Lawyer CoalitionWorkers Compensation Lawyer

Coalition6786806916info@workerscompensationlawyersatlanta.com235 Peachtree Rd NE Suite 458B,
Atlanta, GA 30303

Workers Compensation Lawyer Coalition

Workers' Compensation Lawyers in Atlanta: Expert advocates dedicated to championing the rights of injured workers,

providing comprehensive legal support and maximizing compensation claims in Georgia.

Website: https://workerscompensationlawyersatlanta.com/
Email: info@workerscompensationlawyersatlanta.com

Phone: 6786806916



