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Siam Legal Phuket has issued guidance for entertainment and hospitality operators following renewed
concerns about illegal nightlife operations and licensing compliance challenges across Phuket?s tourism
sector. The legal firm's advisory comes as nightlife operators in Patong and other areas have urged

authorities to crack down on illegal entertainment venues and unlicensed accommodation providers.

The issue resurfaced following complaints filed with the Damrongdham Centre concerning alleged bribery
involving entertainment operators during the New Year holiday period. While authorities later stated there
was insufficient evidence to substantiate the allegations, these recurring concerns about informal practices in
major tourist destinations highlight the importance of transparent compliance systems and access to proper

legal guidance.

Siam Legal Phuket notes that some operators intentionally violate regulations by operating beyond permitted



hours or without valid licenses. While only properly licensed venues in designated areas of Patong are
permitted to operate until 4 AM, enforcement challenges persist. Industry feedback suggests that
complicated, slow, or unclear licensing processes contribute to non-compliance and informal practices,

exposing businesses to significant legal and operational risks.

"The complexity of Thailand's entertainment licensing framework creates substantial challenges for both local
and foreign business operators," stated Omar O Manee, Senior Legal Advisor at Siam Legal Phuket. "When
businesses operate without proper licenses or exceed permitted hours, they face not only immediate
penalties and potential closure but also long-term reputational damage that can severely impact their viability

in Phuket's competitive tourism market."

lllegal operations undermine fair competition and deprive the government of legitimate tax revenue at a time
when the tourism sector is already under economic pressure. Entertainment businesses reported weaker
performance during the recent high season due to reduced tourist spending. Visitor demographics were
primarily from India, Europe, and Russia, while the Chinese tourism market remained subdued, adding

further strain to an already challenging business environment.

The law firm in Phuket emphasizes that unlicensed operations and licensing delays increase exposure to
penalties, business closures, and enforcement action. Proactive compliance reduces legal risk and protects
long-term business viability in Thailand's evolving regulatory landscape. Siam Legal Phuket assists clients
with licensing strategy, regulatory navigation, and ongoing compliance support to help businesses operate

within legal parameters while maintaining profitability.

Siam Legal Phuket encourages nightlife and hospitality operators across the island to review their licensing
status, permitted operating hours, and overall regulatory compliance. The firm guides entertainment business
regulations, licensing procedures, and risk prevention strategies for businesses navigating Thailand's

complex legal environment.

Siam Legal International maintains offices in Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Pattaya, offering
comprehensive legal services including litigation, immigration, family law, business law, and property law. For
more than 20 years, the firm has provided legal and immigration solutions to clients in Thailand and globally,
supported by a multilingual team capable of serving the international community.
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For more information about Siam Legal Phuket, contact the company here:Siam Legal PhuketOmar O
Manee+66 76 326 322info@siam-legal.com123, Cherngtalay, Thalang,27-28 BangTao Place Thalang
District,Phuket 83110, Thailand



Siam Legal Phuket

Siam Legal Phuket provides litigation, immigration, family law, contract drafting, real estate conveyancing, and corporate
services. Our lawyers assist foreign clients with effective, cost-efficient legal strategies in Southern Thailand.

Website: https://www.siam-legal.com/thai-law/phuket-lawyer.php
Email: info@siam-legal.com

Phone: +66 76 326 322
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