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Siam Legal Phuket has issued guidance for foreign residents and investors following recent Thai immigration

arrests involving fraud suspects and intensified enforcement actions targeting illegal nominee business

structures in Thailand's resort areas.

Thai immigration authorities have detained multiple foreign nationals wanted overseas for fraud charges, with

cases involving visa revocations and cross-border coordination with foreign embassies. Recent arrests

include a Chinese national sought for investment-related fraud and a Japanese national wanted in connection

with an online forex scheme. In both cases, authorities revoked visas immediately and placed the individuals

in detention pending extradition proceedings.

The enforcement actions extend beyond individual arrests to include heightened scrutiny of corporate

structures, with authorities investigating companies allegedly using Thai nominees to conceal foreign



ownership. These investigations particularly target luxury villa rental and sales operations that cater to foreign

clients, where both Thai nominee shareholders and foreign operators may face potential criminal liability.

"The current enforcement environment reflects Thailand's commitment to international cooperation on

financial crimes while simultaneously protecting the integrity of its business ownership laws," said Omar O

Manee, Senior Legal Advisor at Siam Legal Phuket. "Foreign investors need to understand that improper

business structures and visa misuse carry serious legal consequences that can result in deportation, asset

seizure, and criminal prosecution."

The law firm notes that enforcement actions against foreign fraud suspects and nominee business structures

have intensified as Thai authorities strengthen nationwide monitoring systems and enhance coordination with

international law enforcement agencies. Immigration officials are increasingly tracing assets linked to

detained suspects and expanding investigations into related business networks.

For foreign residents in Phuket and other resort destinations, these developments underscore the importance

of maintaining proper visa status and ensuring that business operations follow Thai ownership regulations.

Thailand?s Civil and Commercial Code strictly limits foreign land ownership, and attempts to bypass these

restrictions through nominee arrangements may constitute violations of both civil and criminal law.

Siam Legal Phuket assists foreign clients with lawful business structuring options, including Board of

Investment privileges for qualifying businesses, legally compliant lease arrangements, and corporate

structures that meet Thai ownership requirements. The firm also provides immigration compliance services to

ensure that visa status aligns with actual business activities and investment purposes.

"Foreign investors often underestimate the sophistication of Thai regulatory enforcement and the serious

consequences of non-compliance," added Omar O Manee. "Obtaining proper legal guidance from the outset

helps prevent costly enforcement actions and ensures sustainable long-term operations in Thailand."

The firm encourages foreign residents to review their current visa status and business arrangements in light

of increased enforcement activities. Those operating villa rental businesses, property sales operations, or

other ventures targeting foreign clients should ensure that their corporate structures fully follow Thai foreign

business laws.

Siam Legal Phuket is a full-service law firm based in Thailand, providing comprehensive legal services

including immigration and visa assistance, business law advisory, property services, litigation support, and

family law matters. The firm specializes in helping foreign nationals navigate Thailand's complex legal



framework for business ownership, property investment, and long-term residence. Additional information

about recent legal developments can be found at

https://pressadvantage.com/story/83694-siam-legal-phuket-lawyers-guide-investors-through-complex-propert

y-laws-amid-real-estate-growth.
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