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The Law Offices of Humberto Izquierdo, Jr., PC announces guidance for Buford and Gwinnett County

workers regarding the upcoming 8.8 percent decrease in Georgia workers compensation insurance rates

effective March 1, 2026, emphasizing that reduced employer premiums will not affect injured workers' legal

rights or benefit amounts.

The National Council on Compensation Insurance filed in November 2025 for an 8.8 percent decrease in

voluntary market loss costs and a 9.3 percent decrease in assigned risk rates, reflecting declining claim

frequency and improved workplace safety across Georgia. Despite these significant insurance cost

reductions for employers, workers who suffer workplace injuries maintain identical rights to medical

treatment, wage replacement benefits, and legal representation under Georgia law.

"The declining insurance rates demonstrate positive workplace safety trends throughout Georgia, but injured



workers need to understand that their statutory benefits remain unchanged," said Humberto Izquierdo, Jr.,

founding attorney at the Law Office of Humberto Buford Workers Compensation Lawyer. "Many employees

incorrectly assume that lower insurance premiums translate to reduced benefits or stricter claim

requirements, which is simply not the case under Georgia workers compensation law."

Georgia workers compensation benefits continue to provide up to $800 per week for temporary total disability

and $533 per week for temporary partial disability, regardless of insurance rate fluctuations. The state

maintains a seven-day waiting period before benefits begin, with retroactive payment if disability extends

beyond 21 days. Non-catastrophic injuries qualify for benefits up to 400 weeks, while catastrophic injuries

receive lifetime benefits.

The rate decrease reflects faster-than-average decline in workers compensation claim frequency during

2024, indicating fewer workplace injuries across the state. This trend aligns with enhanced safety protocols

and risk management practices implemented by Georgia employers. However, workers who do experience

workplace injuries face the same complex claims process and potential challenges from insurance carriers.

The disconnect between insurance costs and worker benefits often creates confusion during the claims

process. While employers benefit from reduced premiums, injured workers navigate identical procedures for

filing claims, obtaining medical treatment authorization, and securing wage replacement benefits.

Understanding these distinctions becomes particularly important as the March 1, 2026 implementation date

approaches.

Workers compensation claim procedures in Georgia require prompt injury reporting, documented medical

treatment, and adherence to specific filing deadlines. The claims process involves multiple parties including

employers, insurance adjusters, medical providers, and potentially legal representatives. Each Buford

Workers Compensation Lawyer understands that insurance companies employ various strategies to minimize

claim payouts regardless of premium rates.

The Law Offices of Humberto Izquierdo, Jr., PC has served the Buford, Gwinnett County, and metro Atlanta

communities since 2005, providing bilingual legal services in workers compensation, personal injury, and

catastrophic injury cases. The firm's founding attorney previously worked as an insurance defense attorney,

providing unique insight into insurance company tactics and claim evaluation processes. The firm operates

on a contingency fee basis and offers free consultations to injured workers seeking to understand their rights

under Georgia workers compensation law.
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The Law Offices of Humberto Izquierdo, Jr., PC, is a dedicated legal practice specializing in personal injury cases. The

firm provides bilingual services in Cumming, Georgia, committed to securing maximum compensation for clients.
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