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Siam Legal International, a Bangkok-based law firm specializing in international legal services, highlights the

critical estate planning and wealth management considerations that have emerged following the first

anniversary of Thailand's Marriage Equality law implementation. Since taking effect on January 23, 2024, the

legislation has led to more than 26,000 same-sex couples registering their marriages nationwide, accounting

for approximately 10 percent of all registered marriages in Thailand.

The Marriage Equality Bill grants same-sex couples identical legal rights, protections, and obligations as

opposite-sex married couples. This includes equal treatment under inheritance rights, marital property

regimes, and spousal decision-making authority. As a result, these changes have created both opportunities

and complexities for international couples holding assets across multiple jurisdictions.

Legal marriage in Thailand directly impacts existing estate plans. In some cases, marriage may and can

potentially override or invalidate previously established wills if not properly updated. For international couples,

additional complexity arises when Thai marriage recognition may not automatically align with foreign



succession or family law systems. This misalignment can result in disputes, probate delays, or unintended

asset distribution without proper legal coordination.

"The implementation of marriage equality in Thailand represents more than a civil rights milestone; it carries

significant legal and financial consequences that many couples may not fully understand," said Rex Baay,

Senior Legal Advisor at Siam Legal International. "We've observed numerous cases where couples assume

automatic inheritance rights without realizing that marriage can fundamentally alter their existing estate plans,

particularly when assets span multiple countries."

The firm emphasizes that married couples must carefully coordinate Thai wills, foreign wills, and marital

property structures to ensure their intentions are properly executed. These cross-border considerations

become especially critical for expatriates, retirees, and long-term residents who maintain financial ties to their

home countries while residing in Thailand.

The firm notes that common misconceptions regarding automatic inheritance, spousal rights, and asset

control can lead to significant legal complications. Without proper planning, surviving spouses may face

unexpected challenges accessing jointly held assets or navigating conflicting inheritance laws between

Thailand and their home jurisdictions.

Siam Legal International assists clients with comprehensive estate planning services, including will drafting,

marital property structuring, and cross-border legal coordination. The firm's expertise extends to addressing

the unique challenges faced by international same-sex couples navigating the intersection of Thai law and

foreign legal systems. For detailed information about marriage-related legal services, interested parties can

visit https://sites.google.com/view/siamlegal1/immigration/marriage-visa-in-thailand for additional resources.

As Thailand continues to normalize marriage equality within its legal framework, the importance of

professional guidance in estate and wealth planning becomes increasingly evident. International couples are

encouraged to review and update their wills and estate plans following marriage, ensuring that their legal

documents reflect their current marital status and intentions.

Siam Legal International is a full-service law firm based in Bangkok, providing comprehensive legal,

immigration, family law, business law, litigation, and property services. The firm specializes in assisting

international clients navigate Thai legal compliance, with a strong focus on cross-border legal matters and

estate planning for expatriate and long-term resident communities.
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