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Liability and Immigration Enforcement Risks

February 17, 2026

February 17, 2026 - PRESSADVANTAGE -
Siam Legal Phuket has issued a legal advisory to foreign nationals in Thailand following the recent arrest of a

foreign woman at the Phuket Immigration Office while she was applying for a visa extension.

According to Phuket Immigration authorities, the individual was detained after officers identified her as the
subject of an active Phuket Criminal Court arrest warrant issued one day prior to her immigration
appearance. Her details were flagged during routine screening when she submitted an application to extend
her permitted stay. The charges reportedly involve theft of employer property, forgery, and use of forged

documents.

The arrest occurred at the Phuket Immigration Office during standard visa processing procedures, not at an
airport or border checkpoint. Immigration officers confirmed the individual?s identity through database checks
and interpreter assistance before escorting her for formal arrest processing and transfer to local police

authorities for further legal proceedings.



?This case highlights a critical reality many foreign nationals underestimate,? said Omar O Manee, Senior
Legal Advisor at Siam Legal Phuket. ?Immigration screening systems now actively cross-reference arrest
warrants and criminal databases during routine interactions such as visa extensions. If an individual has an

outstanding warrant or unresolved criminal matter, detention can occur immediately.?

Phuket Immigration publicly stated that the arrest reflects enhanced enforcement measures and ongoing
coordination between immigration authorities and criminal enforcement agencies. The broader policy
framework focuses on identifying foreign nationals sought by Thai authorities, including cases involving

criminal activity, illegal employment, document fraud, and related offenses.

Siam Legal emphasizes that immigration interactions now carry enforcement implications beyond visa
compliance. Procedures such as visa extensions, 90-day reporting, and permit applications involve real-time
database checks. Any unresolved criminal exposure, including financial crimes or document-related offenses,

may result in arrest at the point of service.

Foreign nationals often assume that immigration matters operate independently from criminal proceedings.
However, current enforcement protocols demonstrate clear integration between systems. An unresolved
warrant, even if recently issued, can be identified instantly during routine immigration processing. In addition
to immediate arrest, individuals facing criminal matters may encounter visa cancellation, detention pending
legal proceedings, deportation upon case resolution, and possible blacklisting or re-entry bans. These

consequences apply regardless of the length of residence in Thailand.

The Phuket law firm advises foreign nationals with any pending or historical legal exposure to seek a full legal
assessment before engaging in immigration procedures. Employers and HR departments sponsoring foreign

workers are likewise encouraged to verify legal clearance before initiating extensions or renewals.

Siam Legal Phuket provides criminal defense coordination, immigration risk assessment, visa strategy
development, and compliance planning for foreign nationals facing heightened enforcement scrutiny. With
over 20 years of experience in Thailand, the firm advises clients on proactive risk mitigation before engaging
with immigration authorities.
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For more information about Siam Legal Phuket, contact the company here:Siam Legal PhuketOmar O
Manee+66 76 326 322info@siam-legal.com123, Cherngtalay, Thalang,27-28 BangTao Place Thalang
District,Phuket 83110, Thailand
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Siam Legal Phuket provides litigation, immigration, family law, contract drafting, real estate conveyancing, and corporate
services. Our lawyers assist foreign clients with effective, cost-efficient legal strategies in Southern Thailand.

Website: https://www.siam-legal.com/thai-law/phuket-lawyer.php
Email: info@siam-legal.com

Phone: +66 76 326 322

Powered by PressAdvantage.com



