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Siam Legal International, a full-service law firm with 22 years of experience in Thai criminal and civil litigation,

has issued guidance toforeign visitors regarding the serious legal consequences of property damage

allegations in Thailand. The advisory follows recent incidents involving foreign tourists facing criminal

prosecution for alleged property damage at accommodation facilities.

The firm emphasizes that property damage in Thailand constitutes a criminal offense under Thai law,

regardless of whether the incident stems from a dispute with a hotel or accommodation provider. Foreign

nationals accused of damaging property face potential arrest, criminal prosecution, civil compensation claims,

and significant immigration consequences, including visa cancellation, blacklisting, and deportation.

"Many foreign visitors mistakenly assume that property damage disputes with hotels are purely civil matters

that can be resolved through compensation alone," said Rex Baay, senior legal advisor at Siam Legal



International. "However, Thai law treats deliberate property damage as a criminal offense subject to police

investigation and court prosecution, even if the accused later pays for repairs. The criminal proceedings

operate independently from any civil compensation arrangements."

Under Thai criminal law, individuals convicted of property damage may face penalties ranging from fines to

imprisonment, depending on the severity and intent of the damage involved. The legal consequences extend

beyond criminal sanctions. Immigration authorities may revoke or cancel visas, initiate deportation

proceedings, and impose re-entry bans upon conviction. These measures can be enforced even in cases

involving relatively minor property damage.

The firm further notes that leaving accommodation premises without addressing property damage allegations

can significantly escalate the situation. What might begin as a manageable dispute can quickly transform into

a formal criminal investigation, potentially resulting in arrest warrants issued for fleeing suspects. Holding a

tourist or non-immigrant visa status provides no immunity from criminal prosecution under Thai law.

Siam Legal International's litigation department, led by Lawyer Kittisak Sriparesri, who has over 10 years of

specialized expertise in criminal law, regularly assists foreign clients navigating property damage cases. The

firm's bilingual legal team coordinates criminal defense strategies, facilitates police liaison, negotiates

compensation agreements, and works to mitigate immigration consequences.

The Thailand Lawyer team at Siam Legal International advises that foreign nationals facing property damage

allegations should respond promptly and lawfully rather than attempting to leave the jurisdiction. Immediate

legal consultation helps individuals understand both their criminal exposure and civil compensation

obligations while safeguarding their legal status and future travel options to Thailand.

The firm's advisory underscores the importance of understanding Thai legal frameworks governing property

damage cases. Foreign visitors often underestimate the seriousness with which Thai authorities treat such

matters, leading to preventable legal complications that could affect their ability to remain in or return to

Thailand.

Siam Legal International maintains offices in Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Pattaya, providing

comprehensive legal services to both domestic and international clients. The firm's criminal defense practice

handles cases ranging from minor offenses to serious felonies throughout the Thai judicial system, offering

strategic counsel aimed at protecting clients' rights and minimizing legal exposure.
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