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Siam Legal International, a Bangkok-based law firm, has issued guidance addressing the permanent 5-year

expiration of the Destination Thailand Visa and the transition planning required for holders approaching this

limit.

The DTV Visa Thailand grants multiple entries over a 5-year validity period, with each entry permitting stays

of up to 180 days. While individual stays may be extended once for an additional 180 days, subject to

immigration approval, the visa expires permanently at the 5-year mark with no automatic renewal mechanism

available. Holders who wish to remain in Thailand after expiry must exit the country and submit a new

application under a different visa category, evaluated under regulations in effect at that time.

Siam Legal International notes that, as a relatively new program, the DTV remains subject to regulatory

adjustment and may undergo significant modifications before early adopters reach their expiry dates. The firm

identified this uncertainty as a core reason why transition planning should begin well in advance rather than in



the months immediately preceding expiry.

"The misconception that DTV holders can indefinitely cycle through 180-day entries without addressing the

5-year validity limit creates immigration risks," said Rex Baay, Senior Immigration Advisor at Siam Legal

International. "Strategic planning should begin at least 12 to 24 months before expiry to ensure seamless

transition to appropriate visa categories."

Visa holders approaching expiry may qualify for several alternative pathways depending on individual

circumstances. Those meeting income or investment thresholds may be eligible for the Long-Term Resident

Visa, while the Thailand Privilege Visa offers residence stability without employment conditions. Applicants

aged 50 and above may qualify for retirement visa categories, subject to financial requirements.

Reapplication for a new DTV may also be possible if the program remains available and the eligibility criteria

are met.

Siam Legal International conducts comprehensive eligibility reviews and compliance audits for DTV holders

planning their post-expiry immigration strategy. The firm's approach emphasizes structured transition

planning rather than reactive emergency assistance, recognizing that policy uncertainty demands proactive

preparation.

The firm warns against assuming immigration policy continuity and encourages DTV holders to initiate

long-term residency planning well before the 5-year validity period concludes. Early assessment of alternative

visa pathways, documentation preparation, and compliance review can prevent the complications associated

with last-minute transitions.

Siam Legal International provides comprehensive legal support for foreign nationals navigating Thailand's

immigration system, offering services ranging from visa applications and compliance advisory to business

registration and litigation support throughout Thailand.
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