
Team Law Releases Comprehensive Study on Fatal

Occupational Injuries Across United States

March 06, 2026

CLARK, NEW JERSEY - March 06, 2026 - PRESSADVANTAGE - 

A new nationwide analysis of workplace fatalities found that Wyoming, Alaska, and North Dakota have the

highest rates of fatal occupational injuries per capita in the United States, according to a study released by

personal injury firm Team Law. The New Jersey-based personal injury law firm examined fatal workplace

incidents across all 50 states. The findings highlight nationwide workplace safety trends and identify the

states with the highest and lowest rates of fatal occupational injuries.

The study analyzed federal workplace fatality data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, calculating per

capita rates to account for population differences between states. The methodology examined fatal

occupational incidents across various industries, revealing significant disparities in workplace safety

outcomes nationwide.

According to the analysis, states with economies heavily dependent on high-risk industries such as

construction, agriculture, and natural resource extraction demonstrated notably higher fatality rates.



Wyoming, Alaska, and North Dakota ranked among the states with the highest fatal occupational injury rates

per capita, while states with service-based economies generally showed lower rates.

"Behind every statistic is a worker who didn?t come home that day," said Scott P. Kessler, Managing

Shareholder at Team Law. "These numbers show that in certain states and industries, the risk of a fatal

workplace accident remains dramatically higher. Recognizing these patterns can help employers,

policymakers, and workers identify where stronger safety measures and training programs are most urgently

needed."

The study revealed that the construction and transportation sectors account for the largest share of

workplace fatalities nationwide, followed by agriculture and manufacturing. Workplace safety compliance also

emerged as a key factor distinguishing states with lower fatality rates, such as New Jersey, from those with

higher rates. States with robust safety inspection programs and strong enforcement mechanisms consistently

demonstrate better outcomes in preventing fatal workplace incidents.

The analysis also examined temporal trends, finding that while overall workplace fatality rates have declined

over the past decade, certain industries and regions have seen less improvement than others. Rural states

face particular challenges due to limited access to emergency medical services and the prevalence of

high-risk occupations.

"Every workplace fatality represents a preventable tragedy that affects families and communities," Kessler

noted. "This data underscores why continuous improvement in safety training, equipment standards, and

regulatory compliance remains essential for protecting American workers."

The research emphasizes the importance of proactive safety measures, including regular training updates,

proper equipment maintenance, and adherence to industry-specific safety protocols. Companies that

prioritize workplace safety not only protect their employees but may also reduce liability exposure and

improve operational efficiency.

Team Law is a New Jersey personal injury firm representing individuals and families affected by workplace

accidents, construction injuries, and wrongful death claims.
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