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Siam Legal International has issued an advisory encouraging long-term foreign residents in Thailand to begin

preparing documentation ahead of the anticipated Thailand Permanent Residency application intake, which

immigration practitioners expect may open in the coming months. The firm notes that early preparation can

significantly reduce delays and help applicants organize required employment, tax, and immigration records

before the limited submission window begins.

Thailand Permanent Residency allows foreign nationals to reside in the country indefinitely without relying on

yearly visa extensions tied to employment status. While the application period is not guaranteed to open

every year, when it does open, it typically remains available for approximately six to eight weeks following the

official announcement by the Thai Immigration Bureau.

The firm notes that the most recent application intake did not open at the end of 2025, leading many

practitioners to anticipate that the next submission period could occur during 2026.



"Many long-term residents only begin gathering their documentation after the official intake announcement,

which can create unnecessary pressure during the limited application period," said Rex Baay, Senior

Immigration Consultant at Siam Legal. "Preparing employment history, tax payment records, financial

documentation, and interview readiness in advance can help applicants avoid last-minute complications and

strengthen their applications."

Foreign nationals who have lived and worked in Thailand for several consecutive years under Non-Immigrant

visas may qualify for permanent residency depending on their category. Applicants applying under the

employment category typically must demonstrate stable employment with a Thai company, a consistent

salary that meets immigration thresholds, and documented payment of Thai income tax for multiple

consecutive years. Individuals married to Thai nationals may qualify under different financial requirements.

Applicants must also demonstrate a lawful immigration history, financial stability, and integration into Thai

society. Applications are reviewed by the Immigration Bureau and are subject to nationality quotas, which

generally limit approvals to 100 applicants per nationality each year. Candidates are typically required to

attend an interview conducted in Thai that may include basic language comprehension and reading ability.

The review process involves multiple stages and may take several months after submission, while

applications are evaluated by immigration authorities and the Ministry of Interior.

Siam Legal International advises eligible foreign residents to begin compiling documentation early,

particularly employment verification letters, tax payment records, financial statements, and supporting

immigration documents. The firm notes that the Thai permanent residency 2026 intake is expected to follow

similar eligibility criteria to previous years, making early preparation particularly beneficial for long-term

residents seeking greater immigration stability.

Permanent residency offers significant advantages for foreign nationals planning to remain in Thailand

long-term. PR holders can reside in Thailand indefinitely, maintain their residency status without the need for

annual visa renewals, and may later become eligible to apply for Thai citizenship, subject to additional

requirements.

Foreign residents considering this pathway may wish to consult with Siam Legal?s immigration consultants to

better understand the eligibility criteria, documentation requirements, and application process for Thailand

Permanent Residency. Professional guidance can help applicants assess their qualifications and prepare

properly for the upcoming application period.



Siam Legal International is a full-service law firm with offices in Bangkok, Phuket, Chiang Mai, and Pattaya.

The firm provides legal services in immigration, corporate law, family law, property transactions, and litigation.

With more than two decades of experience advising foreign nationals in Thailand, Siam Legal International

assists clients with complex immigration matters, including Thai permanent residency applications.
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