Atlanta Accident Lawyers Addresses Heightened Truck
Accident Risks in Decatur Following Federal Safety

Updates
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Atlanta Accident Lawyers announced today its expanded focus on representing victims of commercial truck
accidents along Decatur's Interstate 20 and Interstate 285 corridors, responding to new Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration regulations that took effect in 2025. The firm emphasizes that recent federal safety
updates, including mandatory hair follicle drug testing and expanded audits of small carriers, provide

additional legal leverage for accident victims seeking compensation.

The FMCSA's 2025 regulatory changes introduced stricter hours-of-service enforcement, mandatory hair
follicle testing to detect longer-term drug use patterns among commercial drivers, and more frequent safety
audits targeting small trucking firms and independent owner-operators. These updates come as Georgia
ranks fourth nationally in large truck crash fatalities, recording 244 deaths in a recent reporting year according

to FMCSA data.



Atlanta Accident Lawyers Decatur truck accident lawyer services now incorporate these new federal
standards into case evaluations, particularly for accidents occurring on the high-volume commercial freight
corridors through DeKalb County. The firm notes that 76 percent of fatalities in large truck crashes involve
occupants of other vehicles rather than truck drivers, underscoring the disproportionate risk to passenger

vehicle drivers in the Decatur area.

"The FMCSA's expanded drug testing requirements and increased scrutiny of small carriers create powerful
new evidentiary tools for truck accident victims, but only when evidence is preserved quickly and correctly,”
said Shannon Ludwig, spokesperson for Atlanta Accident Lawyers. "Violations of these updated federal
standards directly support negligence claims under Georgia law, particularly on corridors like 1-20 and 1-285

where electronic logging device compliance and hours-of-service violations are primary accident factors."

The timing proves critical as Georgia's recent SB 68 tort reform, signed in April 2025, introduced new
evidence rules affecting truck accident settlements. The legislation now allows defense counsel to argue that
non-use of seat belts contributed to injury severity, making immediate legal intervention and thorough medical

documentation essential for victims.

DeKalb County recorded approximately 30,000 crashes in 2021, with the Interstate corridors through Decatur
identified as high-risk zones for commercial vehicle accidents. Crashes on these routes often involve multiple
potentially liable parties, including drivers, trucking companies, cargo handlers, and maintenance contractors,

each carrying separate insurance policies.

The firm emphasizes that commercial truck black box data, electronic logging device records, and driver
gualification files are retained for limited periods under federal regulations. Georgia's statute of limitations for
truck accident personal injury claims remains two years from the date of the crash, making prompt action

essential for evidence preservation.

Nationally, 5,472 people died in large truck crashes in 2023, with over 125,000 sustaining injuries annually in
commercial truck accidents according to FMCSA statistics. The Decatur truck accident lawyer team at Atlanta
Accident Lawyers focuses on navigating the complex intersection of federal trucking regulations and

Georgia's evolving personal injury landscape.

Atlanta Accident Lawyers is a personal injury law firm serving truck accident victims and other injury clients
throughout the greater Atlanta metropolitan area, with offices in Atlanta, Lawrenceville, Fayetteville, and
Kennesaw. The firm handles commercial truck accident cases involving semi-trucks, 18-wheelers, and

tractor-trailers on Georgia's interstates and surface roads, including the 1-20 and 1-285 corridors through



Decatur and DeKalb County. Atlanta Accident Lawyers operates on a contingency fee basis and has

recovered millions for clients injured in large truck collisions throughout Georgia.
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Our Lawrenceville accident lawyers have spent years fighting for victims throughout Metro Atlanta, securing the
compensation our clients deserve. We handle auto accidents with the personal attention and aggressive representation

that gets results.
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