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Siam Legal Chiang Mai, a leading law firm in Chiang Mai, is advising international travelers and expatriates

planning to visit Northern Thailand this April to prepare for an extended Songkran festival period, as local

authorities confirm that Chiang Mai?s 2026 celebrations will run for 12 days from April 6 to April 17.

Traditionally observed nationwide from April 13 to April 15, Songkran marks the Thai New Year and remains

one of Thailand?s most culturally significant national holidays. However, Chiang Mai Municipality has

expanded the celebration period this year as part of a broader tourism strategy aimed at strengthening the

city?s position as a premier destination during the country?s peak travel season. The extended schedule

reflects increasing demand from both international and domestic visitors seeking immersive cultural

experiences alongside large-scale festivities.

According to local tourism indicators, Chiang Mai continues to rank among the most in-demand destinations



for April travel, supported by its distinct combination of historical heritage, religious landmarks, and vibrant

festival atmosphere. The 12-day extension is expected to further increase visitor volume, placing additional

pressure on accommodation availability, transportation systems, and public infrastructure throughout the city.

Siam Legal Chiang Mai notes that while the extended program offers greater flexibility for travelers, it also

introduces important logistical and legal considerations that should not be overlooked. Visitors are strongly

encouraged to plan accommodations well in advance, particularly within high-demand zones such as the Old

City and Nimmanhaemin areas, where occupancy rates are expected to reach peak levels early in the festival

period. Transportation within the city may also be affected by road closures, traffic congestion, and limited

vehicle access in central celebration zones.

The festival will feature a diverse mix of cultural, religious, and entertainment activities across Chiang Mai.

Key highlights include traditional merit-making ceremonies, temple visits, and the symbolic bathing of the

revered Phra Phuttha Sihing Buddha image at Wat Phra Singh, which will be accessible to the public

throughout April. These religious components remain central to the Songkran tradition and provide visitors

with an opportunity to engage with authentic Thai cultural practices beyond the water festivities.

The peak period is expected in mid-April, particularly on April 13, when a major religious procession will carry

sacred Buddha images through multiple temples across the city. This will coincide with intensified water

celebrations along the Old City moat, Tha Phae Gate, and surrounding streets, where large crowds are

expected to gather for continuous daytime festivities. Additional entertainment zones, including

Nimmanhaemin, One Nimman, and MAYA Lifestyle Shopping Center, will host concerts, live performances,

and Songkran-themed events featuring well-known Thai artists.

?Chiang Mai?s extended Songkran schedule reflects the city?s growing importance as a cultural and tourism

hub, but visitors should approach the festival with proper planning and awareness,? said Apichart

Mattayanuwat, Attorney at Law at Siam Legal Chiang Mai. ?This includes ensuring valid visa status,

understanding local regulations, and preparing for high-density public environments, particularly during peak

celebration dates.?

Siam Legal Chiang Mai emphasizes that foreign nationals must remain compliant with Thai immigration

regulations throughout their stay. Travelers entering under visa exemption schemes or short-term visas

should carefully monitor their permitted duration of stay, as overstaying remains subject to fines, blacklisting,

and other legal consequences regardless of national holidays or administrative closures.

In addition to legal considerations, travelers are advised to take practical precautions during the festival. This

includes safeguarding valuables with waterproof protection, carrying only essential personal items in crowded

areas, and remaining aware of local safety guidelines. Given the extended duration of the celebrations,



visitors should also plan for physical endurance, hydration, and appropriate rest periods between activities.

The extended Songkran program will conclude with additional entertainment events, including the ?Saad Sud

Festival? scheduled from April 18 to April 19 at Central Airport Chiang Mai, effectively extending the festive

atmosphere beyond the official 12-day period and reinforcing Chiang Mai?s position as one of Thailand?s

most dynamic Songkran destinations.

As a trusted law firm in Chiang Mai, Siam Legal Chiang Mai provides comprehensive legal advisory and

immigration support to foreign nationals across Thailand. The firm assists with visa compliance, travel-related

legal matters, and long-term residency planning. With over 20 years of experience and offices in Bangkok,

Phuket, Chiang Mai, and Pattaya, Siam Legal supports individuals and businesses navigating Thailand?s

legal and regulatory environment during both routine travel and peak tourism periods.
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