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Sawyer &amp; Sawyer has announced the publication of its article, ?Choosing the Right Trustee: Avoiding
Family Conflicts in Orlando,? providing guidance on one of the most consequential decisions in estate
planning. The article examines how trustee selection can directly influence whether an estate plan functions
as intended or becomes a source of dispute among beneficiaries, offering timely insight for families

navigating generational wealth transfers and fiduciary responsibilities.

The article outlines that trustees are legally obligated fiduciaries responsible for managing assets, distributing
property, and carrying out the terms of a trust in accordance with the law. It emphasizes that while many
individuals default to naming a family member, this decision can introduce unintended complications,
particularly when family dynamics involve blended families, unequal inheritances, or differing financial
expectations. According to the analysis presented, conflicts often arise not from the structure of the trust itself

but from the person selected to administer it.

Sawyer &amp; Sawyer explains that trustees must balance impartial decision-making with detailed

administrative responsibilities, including tax reporting, investment oversight, and communication with



beneficiaries. The article highlights that these duties require a combination of financial literacy, organizational
discipline, and the ability to remain neutral under pressure. When a trustee lacks these qualities or is
perceived as biased, disputes can escalate into formal legal challenges, increasing the likelihood of probate

involvement and diminishing the value of the estate through legal costs.

?Selecting a trustee is not simply a personal decision; it is a legal and strategic one that can determine
whether a plan succeeds or fails,? said a representative of Sawyer &amp; Sawyer. ?The role requires
independence, attention to detail, and the ability to act in the best interests of all beneficiaries, even in

emotionally complex situations.?

The article also identifies common scenarios that increase the risk of conflict, including appointing one sibling
over others, naming a trustee who is also a beneficiary, or relying on individuals who may not have the time
or expertise to manage complex estates. In these situations, even well-intentioned decisions can lead to
allegations of mismanagement or favoritism. The discussion underscores that perceived fairness is often just

as important as actual compliance with fiduciary duties.

In response to these risks, the article presents alternatives such as appointing a neutral third party, including
a professional fiduciary or corporate trustee. These options can provide objectivity and consistency,
particularly in estates involving significant assets, ongoing trusts, or long-term management obligations.
While professional trustees may involve additional cost, the article notes that these expenses are often

outweighed by the reduction in conflict and the preservation of family relationships.

The broader context of the article reflects increasing awareness of estate planning as a critical component of
financial management in the United States. As more families engage in structured wealth transfer planning,
the selection of fiduciaries has emerged as a focal point for both legal professionals and clients seeking to
minimize disputes. The article contributes to this discussion by offering practical considerations grounded in

real-world outcomes.

Sawyer &amp; Sawyer encourages individuals and families to evaluate trustee candidates with the same
level of diligence applied to other aspects of estate planning. Factors such as experience, availability,
neutrality, and the ability to manage administrative complexity are presented as essential criteria. The article
reinforces that proactive decision-making can prevent misunderstandings and reduce the likelihood of

litigation.

The full article is available on the firm?s website, where readers can learn more about trustee responsibilities
and estate planning considerations. For additional information, visit Sawyer &amp; Sawyer or learn more

about trustee selection and fiduciary roles through the firm?s published resources.



By addressing a commonly overlooked aspect of estate planning, Sawyer &amp; Sawyer?s latest publication
provides a framework for understanding how trustee selection can influence both financial outcomes and
family dynamics, offering insight that is relevant to individuals, advisors, and legal professionals alike.
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Sawyer &amp; Sawyer, P.A. is a law firm dedicated to helping you and your family plan for life, deal with disability and
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