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Selecting the right wallpaper in Back Bay involves much more than simply picking a pleasing pattern from a

book. Zimman's, a long-standing institution in the regional textile and design landscape, suggests that the

process requires a deep understanding of the unique architectural DNA found within these Victorian-era

brownstones.

As these buildings possess a distinct character defined by high ceilings, ornate moldings, and a century of

structural settling, the introduction of wallpaper serves both as a decorative choice and as a functional

integration into a historic environment. Understanding how light, scale, and material interact with these

old-growth structures is the first step in ensuring a successful transformation of a living space.

The geography and architecture of Back Bay present specific challenges that do not exist in modern

suburban construction. Most homes in this district feature plaster walls rather than contemporary drywall.

Over many decades, plaster tends to develop a personality of its own, including slight ripples, hairline cracks,

and surfaces that are rarely perfectly level. When choosing a wall covering, the finish of the paper is a

primary consideration for managing these imperfections.

High-sheen or metallic wallpapers, while visually striking, can spotlight any wall defect, making every bump or

dip in the plaster visible. Conversely, matte finishes or papers with a raised texture, such as grasscloth or

heavy embossed vinyl, are far more forgiving. These materials absorb light rather than reflecting it, which

helps to smooth out the appearance of the underlying structure and provides a more uniform look across a

large room.

Lighting in Back Bay is another critical variable that is often overlooked until the paper is already on the walls.

The neighborhood is famous for its narrow streets and tall, closely packed buildings, so natural light is often a

fleeting commodity. A pattern that looks bright and airy in a well-lit showroom may appear muddy or dark

once installed in a garden-level apartment or a room facing a narrow alleyway.

The direction a room faces dictates the temperature of the light; northern-facing rooms tend to have a cooler,



bluish tint, while southern-facing rooms tend to have a warmer, golden glow. It is highly recommended to

observe large samples in the intended room at various times of the day. A wallpaper in Back Bay that feels

energetic in the morning sun might become somber by dusk, and seeing these shifts in person is the only

way to guarantee the desired atmosphere is achieved.

Scale and proportion also play a vital role in the narrow but tall volumes of a typical brownstone. With ceilings

often reaching twelve feet or higher, the verticality of a space can handle patterns that might overwhelm a

standard modern home. Large-scale motifs, such as sweeping botanicals or bold geometric designs, thrive in

these grand parlors because there is enough visual distance for the pattern to repeat and breathe.

Small, intricate patterns can sometimes get lost in such vast spaces, becoming visually cluttered or losing

their impact entirely. However, in smaller areas like a powder room or a vestibule, these tighter patterns can

create a sense of intimacy and detail that feels intentional and cozy. The goal is to balance the print size with

the room's volume to avoid a space that feels either too empty or too claustrophobic.

Materiality is the final technical hurdle to clear. The historic nature of these buildings means they can be

subject to fluctuations in humidity and temperature, especially during the transition from humid Boston

summers to the dry, radiator-heated winters. Traditional wood-pulp papers are classic and breathable, but

they can be delicate and difficult to clean.

Non-woven wallpapers, which are a blend of natural and synthetic fibers, have become increasingly popular

because they do not expand or contract significantly when the adhesive is applied. This stability makes them

an excellent choice for older homes where the walls might still be prone to minor movement. For high-traffic

areas such as entryways or hallways where coats and bags might brush against the walls, vinyl-coated

options offer durability and washability that ensure the investment lasts for many years.

Technical installation in a historic district also requires a specific level of patience. The presence of original

crown molding, intricate baseboards, and ornate marble fireplaces means that there are many more

obstacles to navigate than in a plain, boxy room. Precision cutting is required to ensure that the pattern lines

up perfectly around these architectural features.

Additionally, the adhesive must be compatible with the wall's primer to prevent damage to the historic plaster

if the paper ever needs to be removed. Taking the time to prepare the surface correctly is just as important as

selecting the paper itself.

Ultimately, adding wallpaper to a Back Bay home is an opportunity to bridge the gap between

nineteenth-century elegance and contemporary living. By respecting the building's history and accounting for

the neighborhood's specific environmental factors, a homeowner can create a space that feels both grounded



and refreshed.

Zimman's continues to serve as a cornerstone for those navigating these design decisions, offering a wealth

of knowledge for anyone aiming to enhance the character of their interior environment through thoughtful

material choices. Refined wall coverings are more than just a trend; they are a way to honor the

craftsmanship of the past while looking toward the future of home design.

About Zimman?s:

Founded over a century ago, Zimman?s is a premier fabric, home décor, and furniture store in Lynn,

Massachusetts, just outside Boston. Known for its expansive 40,000-square-foot showroom featuring more

than 50,000 different fabrics, Zimman?s offers an unparalleled selection of high-quality fabrics, trims, and

custom furniture. Catering to interior designers, decorators, and homeowners alike, Zimman?s prides itself on

exceptional customer service, expert design guidance, and a unique blend of classic and contemporary

products. With a commitment to quality and craftsmanship, Zimman?s continues to set the benchmark for

style and excellence in the Boston area.
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