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NC Car Accident Lawyers highlights the dual legal challenges confronting rideshare accident victims in

Durham, where approximately 9,000 car accidents occurred in 2024 and North Carolina's contributory

negligence standard creates heightened risks for those injured in Uber and Lyft collisions.

The firm notes that Durham rideshare accident victims face compounding problems that standard car

accident victims do not encounter. Insurance coverage varies dramatically based on driver app status at the

time of impact, while North Carolina's contributory negligence rule bars recovery entirely if a victim is found

even partially at fault.

Durham County averaged 32 traffic fatalities and 3,823 car crash injuries annually from 2018 through 2022,

according to NCDOT data. These baseline figures persist even as rideshare density has increased across the

city's corridors serving Duke University, North Carolina Central University, and Research Triangle Park.



The complexity stems from tiered insurance coverage that changes based on driver activity. Under North

Carolina law, Uber and Lyft provide $1 million in combined liability coverage when a driver is actively

transporting a passenger or en route to a pickup. However, coverage drops to $50,000 per person when the

driver is logged in with no active ride request.

"Durham rideshare accident lawyer cases require immediate action to preserve app data and GPS records

before they are overwritten," said a firm representative. "Insurance adjusters representing Uber and Lyft are

trained to contest app status to minimize available coverage while simultaneously probing victims for

statements that can be used to assign partial fault. Under North Carolina law, even one percent of fault

assigned to the victim eliminates all recovery."

The challenge is compounded by data limitations. NCDOT does not separately track Uber and Lyft collisions,

making it difficult for victims to understand the true scope of rideshare risk without legal guidance. Meanwhile,

rideshare services now account for as much as 13 percent of all vehicle miles traveled in some urban

corridors, according to transportation research.

A University of Chicago Booth School of Business study found that rideshare services are linked to a three

percent increase in fatal accidents nationally, a rate that persists across all days and hours of the week. This

statistic takes on particular significance in Durham, given its status as a major Triangle-area destination.

NC Accident Lawyers Durham rideshare accident lawyer services focus on countering contributory

negligence arguments from the first contact with insurers. The firm emphasizes that insurance companies

exploit North Carolina's contributory negligence rule aggressively in rideshare claims by pointing to speed,

following distance, or lane position as contributing factors.

The evidence window for rideshare accidents closes within days of a collision, particularly for app data and

GPS records that establish driver status and coverage levels. This compressed timeline makes immediate

legal consultation critical for protecting victim rights.

NC Car Accident Lawyers is a network of personal injury law firms serving car accident and rideshare

accident victims throughout North Carolina, with offices in Durham, Raleigh, and Charlotte. The firm handles

car accidents, rideshare collisions, motorcycle accidents, and truck accidents on a contingency fee basis,

with no upfront costs and free case evaluations available 24 hours a day.
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North Carolina Car Accident Lawyers fight for your rights and fair compensation after an accident, handling legal

challenges so you can focus on recovery.
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