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Siam Legal International, a Thailand-based law firm advising on legal, immigration, and regulatory matters, is

providing guidance to US citizens considering long-term relocation to Thailand, as interest grows in structured

residency options that extend beyond short-term entry arrangements.

The advisory focuses on Thailand?s Long-Term Resident (LTR) visa framework, which was introduced by the

Thailand Board of Investment (BOI) to attract individuals who can contribute sustained economic value to the

country. The programme is designed to support long-term stability for qualified applicants, including investors,

retirees, remote professionals, and highly skilled specialists.

According to Siam Legal, one of the primary challenges faced by foreign nationals planning extended stays in

Thailand is the limitation of short-term arrangements, which often do not align with long-term financial

planning, employment structures, or family considerations.



?For many US citizens, the issue is not access to Thailand, but the lack of a stable, long-term structure that

supports real-life planning,? said Rex Baay, Senior Immigration Consultant and Operations Manager at Siam

Legal International. ?Decisions involving income, work, housing, and dependents all require a framework that

offers predictability. The LTR visa was introduced to address that gap, but it comes with strict eligibility

requirements that must be carefully assessed.?

The LTR visa is issued for up to 10 years and is structured around four primary categories. These include

high-net-worth individuals with qualifying investments, retirees with stable pension or passive income, remote

professionals working for established overseas companies, and highly skilled professionals employed in

industries targeted by the BOI.

Each category operates under a defined set of financial, professional, and documentation criteria. Applicants

must demonstrate that their profile aligns precisely with the requirements of the category under which they

apply. Siam Legal notes that misalignment between documentation and category selection remains one of

the most common reasons for delays or rejection.

In addition to primary applicants, the framework also allows for dependents, including legal spouses and

children, to be included under the same residency structure. Authorities have confirmed that eligible spouses

may apply for work authorization where permitted, subject to compliance with relevant regulations.

The application process is structured and involves coordination with the BOI at multiple stages. Submissions

must undergo eligibility verification, documentation review, and formal endorsement before final approval is

granted. Siam Legal emphasizes that preparation prior to submission plays a critical role in the outcome of

the application.

?The process is not simply about submitting documents,? Rex added. ?It requires careful alignment with BOI

criteria from the outset. Incomplete or incorrectly structured applications can result in extended processing

times or unnecessary complications during review.?

The LTR visa stands apart from other residency options in Thailand. Beyond its 10-year validity, it offers a

more stable and structured framework for long-term living. Key features include annual reporting instead of

standard 90-day reporting, access to fast-track airport lanes, and eligibility to work in Thailand through a

digital work permit system. It is also the only Thai visa that provides tax exemptions on foreign-sourced

income for qualifying applicants, as well as reduced personal income tax rates for certain professional

categories.

However, Siam Legal cautions that these benefits are conditional and tied directly to maintaining eligibility

under the approved category. Any change in employment status, income structure, or compliance standing



may affect the validity of the residency.

As Thailand continues to position itself as a destination for long-term residents, the LTR visa represents a

shift toward more structured, criteria-based residency planning. For US citizens evaluating relocation, the firm

advises that careful assessment of eligibility, documentation, and long-term objectives is essential before

proceeding.

For individuals seeking detailed guidance on eligibility and compliance requirements, reviewing the LTR Visa

Thailand framework with qualified advisors can help ensure proper alignment with current regulations.

Siam Legal International is a Board of Investment (BOI) LTR Unit-certified agency, working directly with the

BOI to support application preparation, coordination, and submission. The firm advises both international and

Thai clients on immigration strategy, regulatory compliance, and long-term residency planning in Thailand,

with offices in Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Pattaya.
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