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Siam Legal Phuket is advising foreign investors, property buyers, and long-term residents on the legal and

strategic implications of Thailand?s evolving tourism model, following the country?s positioning at the Global

Sustainable Tourism Conference 2026 (GSTC 2026) held in Phuket.

The conference, hosted in Phuket from April 21 to 24, brought together global policymakers, tourism

authorities, and industry leaders to outline Thailand?s transition from high-volume tourism toward a

value-driven model focused on sustainability, longer stays, and higher-quality visitor engagement.

This shift reflects a broader national strategy aimed at promoting low-carbon tourism, supporting

community-based initiatives, and distributing economic benefits more evenly across secondary cities and

local regions. Rather than prioritizing short-term visitor numbers, authorities are placing increased emphasis

on long-stay travelers, responsible spending, and long-term economic contribution.

Omar O Manee, Attorney-at-Law at Siam Legal Phuket, noted that these developments signal a structural

change in how Thailand approaches foreign participation in its tourism economy. ?Thailand is clearly moving



toward a more regulated and value-oriented tourism environment,? Omar said. ?For foreign investors and

property owners in Phuket, this means greater alignment between legal structures, environmental

compliance, and long-term residency planning.?

One of the key themes emerging from GSTC 2026 is the integration of sustainability into all aspects of

tourism development. This includes stricter environmental standards, improved destination management, and

increased participation from local communities. For investors, particularly those involved in hospitality, real

estate, or tourism-related businesses, this introduces both opportunities and new compliance considerations.

?Developments that align with sustainability goals are likely to see stronger long-term support from regulators

and local authorities,? Omar explained. ?However, projects that fail to meet these evolving standards may

face increased scrutiny, particularly in areas such as land use, environmental impact, and operational

licensing.?

The Thai government has also emphasized the importance of extending visitor duration and increasing

per-visitor value. This aligns closely with Phuket?s positioning as a premium destination for long-stay

travelers, retirees, and digital nomads. As a result, legal structures supporting long-term stays, property

ownership, and business operations are expected to play a more central role in the island?s economic

framework.

GSTC 2026 also highlighted the importance of achieving Net Zero tourism goals, with initiatives focused on

reducing emissions, minimizing waste, and promoting environmentally responsible operations. Event

organizers implemented measures such as carbon offset programs, reduced plastic usage, and reforestation

initiatives, reflecting a broader push toward sustainable practices across the industry.

For foreign stakeholders, these developments reinforce the importance of proper legal planning when

entering the Thai market. This includes ensuring compliance with environmental regulations, structuring

property ownership correctly, and aligning business operations with national sustainability policies.

?Phuket is evolving beyond a traditional tourism destination,? Omar added. ?It is becoming part of a more

structured ecosystem where legal compliance, sustainability, and long-term planning are interconnected.

Foreign investors who understand this shift early will be better positioned to succeed.?

Siam Legal Phuket advises clients to review their current or planned investments in light of these changes,

particularly in sectors tied to tourism, hospitality, and real estate. This includes evaluating licensing

requirements, ownership structures, and environmental obligations to ensure full compliance with Thailand?s

evolving regulatory landscape.



The Phuket law firm also notes that the increased focus on quality tourism is likely to benefit property markets

that cater to long-term residents, as demand shifts toward developments offering sustainability, community

integration, and lifestyle value rather than short-term rental turnover.

Siam Legal Phuket is part of Siam Legal International, a Thailand-based law firm with offices in Bangkok,

Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Pattaya. The firm provides legal and regulatory advisory services to both foreign

and Thai clients, with a focus on property law, corporate structuring, family law, litigation, and long-term

residency planning.
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