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Bangkok, Thailand - May 13, 2026 - PRESSADVANTAGE - 

Siam Legal International, a three-time consecutive recipient of Thailand Privilege Card Co., Ltd. GSSA

Awards and an authorized General Sales and Support Agent (GSSA) for the Thailand Privilege Visa, today

reported a continued surge in inquiries from internationally mobile executives, entrepreneurs, and

professionals seeking structured long-term residency in Thailand. The trend reflects a broader transformation

in how globally mobile professionals approach residency planning, moving away from perpetual visa runs and

short-term tourist extensions toward multi-year, compliance-grade frameworks that support regional

operations from a single stable base.

The Thailand Privilege Visa program, officially rebranded from "Thailand Elite Visa" in late 2023 under

Thailand Privilege Card Co., Ltd., a wholly-owned subsidiary of Thailand's Ministry of Tourism and Sports,

has grown to nearly 40,000 members since its inception in 2003. The program recorded a record 11,846 new

memberships in 2023, with the top five nationalities represented being China, Japan, the United States,



Taiwan, and the United Kingdom. Indian nationals have also emerged as a rapidly growing applicant

demographic. The program underwent significant structural changes in 2023 and 2024, including a full

rebrand, a tiered membership overhaul introducing Gold, Platinum, Diamond, and Reserve levels, and a

roughly 50% average price increase across tiers. A new entry-level Bronze tier, priced at THB 650,000

(approximately USD 20,000), was introduced in December 2024 and has since been extended through

September 30, 2026.

"We are seeing a fundamental shift from short-term stays to structured long-term residency planning among

international executives," said Rex Baay, Senior Immigration Consultant at Siam Legal International, who

accepted the firm's GSSA Awards in 2024, 2025, and 2026. "Thailand's competitive positioning relative to

regional hubs like Singapore and Hong Kong, combined with its healthcare infrastructure, international

schooling options, and dramatically lower cost of operations, makes it increasingly attractive for professionals

managing businesses across multiple Asian markets." Baay notes a distinct profile emerging among

applicants: senior consultants and regional directors who divide their time between Bangkok, Singapore, and

Hong Kong, and who require a frictionless home base rather than a permanent establishment. "The Privilege

Visa significantly reduces the administrative burden of residency management. Members still fulfill 90-day

reporting requirements, but the Thailand Privilege team handles that process on their behalf. For someone

running a distributed team across Southeast Asia, that is a material operational advantage."

The program itself has continued to evolve at the policy level. The 2023 rebrand introduced a tiered

points-based membership system in which Platinum now accounts for 40.4% of new memberships, with Gold

and Diamond each representing approximately 21 to 22%, replacing the former Elite Easy Access category

that had captured 41 to 54% of annual memberships between 2020 and 2023. Thailand Privilege Card Co.,

Ltd. also significantly expanded nationality eligibility in 2024 and 2025, opening the program to nationals from

previously restricted countries across Africa and the Middle East, including Nigeria, Iran, Egypt, and Iraq,

provided applicants do not appear on specific UN sanctions lists. Only North Korean nationals remain

ineligible. The 2026 GSSA Awards conference also introduced several forward-looking program initiatives,

including BOI Plus to align the program with Thailand's Board of Investment ecosystem, Green Economy

Plus, focused on sustainable real estate and services, and AI Plus to enhance digital application

infrastructure.

Siam Legal emphasizes that the program is frequently misunderstood in ways that carry real legal and

financial risk. The Thailand Privilege Visa is classified as a Privilege Entry Visa, a long-stay tourist visa, and

not permanent residency, and does not create a pathway to Thai citizenship or permanent resident status.

Holders who require local employment must obtain a separate Thai work permit, as the Privilege Visa alone

does not authorize paid work with Thai entities. More significantly, effective January 1, 2024, Thailand's

Revenue Department enacted a landmark change to the treatment of foreign-sourced income. Under

directives issued by the Revenue Department in 2023 and 2024, any individual who spends 180 days or



more in Thailand in a calendar year is classified as a Thai tax resident regardless of visa type, and is now

subject to Thai personal income tax on foreign income remitted into Thailand, including income earned in

prior years, for all earnings from January 1, 2024 onward. This closes the previously exploited practice of

holding foreign earnings offshore for a year before remitting them tax-free. Income earned and documented

before December 31, 2023, can still be remitted tax-free, provided clear evidentiary records exist, and

Thailand's Double Taxation Agreements with over 60 countries may reduce exposure for qualifying

applicants. In June 2025, Thailand's Revenue Department proposed a two-year exemption window for

remitting post-2024 income, though this has not yet been enacted into law and should not be relied upon

without professional legal advice.

"The tax landscape has changed materially for long-term residents in Thailand," said Baay. "That is why tax

planning is built into the onboarding process for every client who joins through Siam Legal, ensuring they are

properly structured from the start. Getting the timing of your first 180 days right, documenting pre-2024

savings carefully, and obtaining a Tax ID number early are not optional steps for someone relocating

seriously to Thailand." Remote workers earning income from foreign employers while physically based in

Thailand face additional complexity, as Thai-source income is defined by where work duties are performed

rather than where the employer is incorporated, meaning executives conducting client-facing or advisory work

from Thai soil should seek a specific legal opinion on permanent establishment risk before relocating.

For professionals considering the program, Siam Legal outlines a straightforward qualification path.

Applicants must hold a valid passport with at least one year of remaining validity, maintain a clean

immigration record with no overstays in Thailand within the past three years, and have no criminal history or

prior bankruptcy. No minimum income or financial threshold applies beyond the ability to pay the membership

fee.

Current tiers range from Thailand Privilege Bronze Card at THB 650,000 (approximately USD 20,000) for a

5-year stay, through Gold at THB 900,000 (approximately USD 27,800), Platinum at THB 1,500,000

(approximately USD 46,300) for 10 years with family add-on options, Diamond at THB 2,500,000

(approximately USD 77,200) for 15 years, and the Reserve tier at THB 5,000,000 (approximately USD

154,300) covering 20 years. The full process from initial inquiry to physical card typically takes 45 to 60 days.

Depending on location, applicants may receive their visa as an e-visa through a Thai Embassy or Consulate,

as a sticker upon arrival at Suvarnabhumi, Phuket, or Chiang Mai international airports, or at the

Chaengwattana Immigration Office in Bangkok for those already in Thailand. Siam Legal recommends all

new members obtain a Thai Tax Identification Number, open a Thai bank account, and arrange a legal

consultation to structure foreign income remittances prior to or immediately upon arrival.



Siam Legal International is a full-service law firm with more than 22 years of experience assisting foreign

nationals in Thailand, with offices in Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Pattaya. The firm provides

comprehensive legal and immigration support across visa planning, application processing, and long-term

compliance. To learn more or begin an application at no charge, contact the Siam Legal Thailand Privilege

Card team for a free consultation.
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