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Cleburne-based water slide rental company reports a measurable shift in how DFW families research and

screen vendors ahead of the 2026 summer event season

Inflatable Party Magic, a family-owned party and event rental company based in Cleburne, Texas, has

surpassed 1,200 five-star Google reviews after 23 years of delivering water slides, bounce houses, and event

equipment across the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex. The milestone coincides with what the company

describes as a measurable shift in how families evaluate party rental vendors before committing to summer

bookings.

Research on consumer review behavior supports the pattern. According to BrightLocal's 2024 Consumer

Review Survey, 98 percent of consumers read online reviews for local businesses, and nearly half say they

trust reviews as much as personal recommendations. In the party rental category specifically, Inflatable Party

Magic reports that inbound inquiries increasingly open with three questions: how many hours does the rental



period cover, does the crew handle setup, and can the company provide a Certificate of Insurance for the

venue or school. Company leadership attributes the shift partly to social media accounts of events where

vendors failed to appear or left equipment unattended after delivery.

"Families are coming in more prepared than they were ten years ago," said Chanda McFarland, owner and

President of Inflatable Party Magic. "They've heard enough stories about vendors who don't show up or drop

equipment without doing a safety walkthrough. The questions they ask now are the right ones."

Inflatable Party Magic currently delivers to 57 cities across Tarrant, Johnson, Ellis, Dallas, Parker, Hood,

Somervell, Hill, and Bosque counties. The water slide inventory includes more than 60 units ranging from

12-foot toddler slides to commercial-grade units reaching 26 feet in height. All inflatable equipment

undergoes annual inspection by the Texas Department of Insurance Amusements Division under Texas

Occupations Code Chapter 2151, which governs commercial inflatable amusement devices operating at

public and private events.

Top water slide rentals across Fort Worth start at $270 for an 8-hour rental window. McFarland says the

structure reflects how families actually use equipment at events.

"Most parties run six to eight hours," McFarland said. "If the rental ends at two in the afternoon, the party

ends at two. We built our pricing around what works for the customer."

Among the most-booked water slides for Fort Worth events in 2026 are the 26-foot Turbulence, a dual-lane

linerless slide that is the top-requested unit for graduation parties and corporate events across Tarrant

County; the 24-foot Tropical Oasis, a dual-lane slide with a slip-and-slide landing and splash pool that leads

bookings for teen birthday parties; and the 15-foot Cyclone, a double-lane unit that consistently ranks as the

top booking for elementary school field days and church VBS programs across Fort Worth, Crowley ISD, and

Keller ISD.

Demand for summer rentals in the Fort Worth area has extended the peak booking season. TCU graduation

weekend in May now sells out multiple water slide units by early April. Fort Worth ISD and surrounding district

field days, which typically run from late April through mid-May, generate a concentrated wave of bookings

requiring Certificate of Insurance documentation and compliance with district vendor approval processes.

"Schools require the same documentation a corporate venue would," McFarland said. "State inspection

certificates, proof of insurance, sometimes a background check on the company. We handle that as standard.

It shouldn't be unusual."

Trent McFarland, Vice President and Chanda's son, manages delivery coordination across the service



territory. Inflatable Party Magic delivers to residential neighborhoods including Westover Hills and

Tanglewood in Fort Worth, school campuses across Crowley and Eagle Mountain-Saginaw ISDs, corporate

campuses in the Alliance corridor, and community events in Johnson County cities including Burleson,

Cleburne, and Joshua.

"The job is the same whether it's a backyard birthday or a field day with 400 kids," Trent McFarland said.

"Every unit gets staked or sandbagged, safety-checked, and walked through with whoever is on-site before

we leave the property."

Inflatable Party Magic was founded in 2002. In addition to water slides and bounce houses, the company

operates inflatable obstacle courses, mechanical bull rentals with operators, trackless trains, portable mini

golf, rock climbing walls, stage rentals, luxury restroom trailers, and tent and table packages. Booking

information and the full rental inventory are available online or by calling (817) 800-8618.
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