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RALEIGH, NC - May 27, 2026 - 

Following the August 25, 2025 fatal motorcycle crash on Paw Creek Road that prompted response from

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department's DWI Task Force, Mogy Law Charlotte motorcycle accident

lawyer examines the legal complexities facing riders injured by impaired drivers in North Carolina.

The crash at 5600 Paw Creek Road in Charlotte's Freedom Division claimed the life of 64-year-old

motorcycle rider Thomas Pruitt at approximately 8:22 PM, when his motorcycle collided with a Chevrolet

SUV. CMPD's Major Crash Investigation Unit continues investigating the incident, with toxicology results

pending.

This fatal crash represents part of a documented pattern in Charlotte. Impaired driving caused 88 motorcycle

accidents in Charlotte during 2024, representing 18 percent of all motorcycle crashes, according to CMPD

accident analysis data. Alcohol involvement was documented in 73 percent of fatal motorcycle crashes



occurring between 11 PM and 3 AM.

The impact extends throughout Mecklenburg County, where 58 alcohol-related traffic fatalities occurred out of

1,783 total traffic deaths in 2022. This means approximately one in four traffic fatalities in the county involved

alcohol, according to CMPD data, even as DWI convictions dropped by approximately 80 percent during the

same period, according to WFAE reporting on enforcement trends.

For motorcycle riders, North Carolina's contributory negligence rule creates specific legal challenges in DUI

crash cases. When the other driver was legally impaired, insurance adjusters examine whether the rider

operated above the speed limit, consumed any alcohol, or failed to take evasive action. Any finding of even

one percent fault against the rider eliminates all recovery under state law, regardless of the other driver's

impairment.

"When CMPD's DWI Task Force documents a driver's impairment in a motorcycle crash, the at-fault driver's

insurance carrier immediately probes the rider for any fault they can establish," said Eric Mogy, Attorney at

Mogy Law. "In late-night DUI crashes in Charlotte's entertainment corridors like South End, NoDa, and

Uptown, bar surveillance footage, witness statements, and cell phone records showing the at-fault driver's

behavior before the crash represent critical evidence that must be preserved through formal legal demands

within 24 to 48 hours."

Charlotte's late-night entertainment districts present the highest concentration of impaired drivers between 11

PM and 3 AM, precisely when evidence-preservation windows are shortest. Traffic cameras, bar surveillance

footage, and witness memories degrade rapidly in the hours after midnight crashes.

The firm has handled cases resulting in settlements of $1.2 million in a car accident verdict and $860,000 in a

tractor-trailer settlement for clients in complex multi-party crash cases. As a Charlotte motorcycle injury

lawyer, Mogy Law operates on a 25 percent contingency fee structure, compared to the industry-standard 33

percent.

Mogy Law is a personal injury law firm based in Raleigh, North Carolina, representing motorcycle accident

victims, car accident victims, and other injured clients throughout Charlotte, Mecklenburg County, and

statewide. Eric Mogy has been recognized by Super Lawyers Rising Stars and the National Trial Lawyers

Top 40 Under 40. The firm handles motorcycle accidents, car accidents, rideshare collisions, and truck

accidents on a contingency fee basis with case evaluations available in English and Spanish.
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Mogy Law Firm in Raleigh helps car accident victims get fair compensation. Let our experienced attorneys handle your

case while you focus on recovery.
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