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Sasso Guerrero &amp; Henderlite, a Jacksonville-based law firm with three Board Certified Marital &amp;

Family Law Experts as managing partners, highlights the distinct legal considerations that military families

face when navigating divorce proceedings in Florida. The firm emphasizes that military divorces involve both

state family law and federal regulations, creating a complex legal landscape that differs significantly from

civilian divorce cases.

Military families stationed at installations including NAS Jacksonville and Naval Station Mayport often

encounter unique circumstances during divorce proceedings. These cases require careful navigation of

jurisdictional requirements, deployment-related delays, and the division of military pensions and benefits

under federal laws such as the Uniformed Services Former Spouses' Protection Act.

"Military families face distinct challenges when going through divorce proceedings that civilian families



typically don't encounter," said Jay Henderlite, managing partner at Sasso Guerrero &amp; Henderlite.

"Understanding how federal laws interact with Florida family law statutes becomes essential for service

members and their spouses to make informed decisions about their futures."

The intersection of military service obligations and family law creates additional complexities in areas such as

child custody arrangements and parenting plans. Deployment schedules, potential relocations due to

permanent change of station orders, and the unique nature of military compensation all factor into divorce

proceedings. Military families must also consider how divorce affects TRICARE health benefits and housing

allowances.

Residency and jurisdictional requirements present another layer of complexity for military families. Service

members may be stationed in Florida while maintaining legal residency in another state, which can affect

where divorce proceedings occur and which state's laws apply. The Servicemembers Civil Relief Act provides

certain protections for active-duty military personnel, including the ability to request stays in civil proceedings

during deployment or military duties that materially affect their ability to participate in legal proceedings.

The division of military retirement benefits requires particular attention to federal regulations and timing

considerations. Military pensions are considered marital property in Florida, but the calculation and division of

these benefits follow specific federal guidelines that differ from civilian retirement account divisions.

"Each military family's situation presents unique circumstances that require careful consideration of both state

and federal legal frameworks," Henderlite noted. "The overlap between military regulations and Florida family

law creates scenarios that demand specialized knowledge to navigate effectively."

Parenting arrangements for military families must account for the realities of military service, including

potential deployments, training exercises, and relocations. Florida courts consider the best interests of the

child while also recognizing the unique demands placed on military parents.

Sasso Guerrero &amp; Henderlite provides military divorce services throughout Northeast Florida, serving

families in Clay County, Duval County, Nassau County, and St. Johns County. The firm's attorneys regularly

handle cases involving service members from various military installations in the Jacksonville area.

As a law firm focused on family law matters, Sasso Guerrero &amp; Henderlite maintains offices in multiple

Jacksonville-area locations, including Southside/St. Johns/Beaches, Downtown Jacksonville/Urban Core, and

Fernandina Beach. The firm's practice encompasses various family law matters including adoption, child

custody, collaborative divorce, and prenuptial agreements, in addition to criminal law services.
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Sasso Guerrero & Henderlite

Sasso Guerrero &amp; Henderlite is a Jacksonville law firm representing clients in divorce, family law, and domestic

violence cases. With three Board-Certified partners, the firm handles custody, support, alimony, and property division

with dedication.
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