Siam Legal Chiang Mai Addresses DTV Visa

Considerations as Forbes Names City Top Digital

Nomad Destination
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June 12, 2026 - PRESSADVANTAGE -
Siam Legal Chiang Mai is advising foreign professionals and remote workers to review their visa and legal
position following Forbes' recognition of Chiang Mai as one of the world's eight leading destinations for digital

nomads and creators in 2026.

The international publication listed Chiang Mai alongside Medellin, Cape Town, Lisbon, Bali, Mexico City,
Tokyo, and Berlin in its assessment of top locations for remote professionals and digital entrepreneurs. The
recognition reflects Chiang Mai's development into a destination that foreign professionals now evaluate on
the strength of its business infrastructure, professional networking environment, and income-generation

potential, not only on cost of living and climate.

Siam Legal Chiang Mai notes that the city's appeal extends beyond traditional digital nomadism. Forbes'

report highlights how digital entrepreneurs increasingly seek locations that support serious professional



activity. Chiang Mai's coworking infrastructure, particularly in neighborhoods such as Nimman and the Old
City, its established expatriate business community, and its growing profile as a meetings and conference
destination have contributed to this shift, alongside the city's Lanna heritage, craftsmanship traditions, and

festival culture that make it a distinctive long-term base for creative professionals.

"Chiang Mai's recognition as a leading destination for digital nomads and creators reflects how the city has
grown into a serious international hub for professionals, entrepreneurs, and creative industries," said Apichart
Mattayanuwat, Attorney at Law at Siam Legal Chiang Mai. "For eligible remote workers and digital
entrepreneurs, the Destination Thailand Visa may offer a useful long-stay pathway, but applicants should
carefully review their category, documentation, and legal position before making Chiang Mai their long-term

base."

The Destination Thailand Visa, or DTV, offers a 5-year multiple-entry visa allowing stays of up to 180 days
per entry. Eligible applicants may apply under the Workation category or Soft Power activities, depending on
their circumstances. The application must be submitted at a Royal Thai Embassy or Consulate outside
Thailand through the Thai eVisa portal online. Applications cannot be submitted from inside Thailand. For
Chiang Mai-based applicants, the Royal Thai Embassy in Vientiane, Laos is the most commonly used nearby
post, with processing times that are typically faster than applying through embassies in Western countries.
The Thai Embassy in Penang, Malaysia is another established option frequently used by applicants based in

northern Thailand.

Siam Legal Chiang Mai advises applicants to prepare comprehensive supporting documentation, including
proof of remote work or freelance contracts, business ownership documents, professional portfolios, bank
statements, and clear explanations of their intended activities in Thailand. The firm emphasizes that remote
work, freelance activity, and long-term stays each require proper visa eligibility review and documentation

preparation before an application is submitted.

As more remote professionals establish an extended presence in Chiang Mai, legal considerations become
increasingly relevant. Siam Legal Chiang Mai notes that DTV holders are not authorized to work for Thai
employers, open Thai businesses, or hire local staff. The visa covers remote work for foreign clients and
employers only, and operating outside those boundaries creates immediate legal exposure. The firm
recommends that long-stay residents review lease agreements before signing and assess their tax position
under Thailand's foreign income remittance rules. Those with existing or planned business interests in

Thailand should seek separate legal advice, as the DTV does not provide a pathway to Thai business activity.

Foreign professionals seeking guidance on their visa options and legal obligations in Chiang Mai can consult
an immigration lawyer in Chiang Mai for a review of their situation. Siam Legal Chiang Mai provides

immigration, visa, property, business, and legal services to foreign nationals and expatriates throughout



northern Thailand.

Siam Legal Chiang Mai is a Thailand-based law firm serving foreign nationals, digital nomads, expatriates,
and investors in Chiang Mai and northern Thailand. The firm provides legal services in immigration, visa
applications, company formation, property law, and related matters.
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For more information about Siam Legal Chiang Mai, contact the company here:Siam Legal Chiang
MaiApichart Mattayanuwat+66 53 818 306info@siam-legal.comCurve Mall 2nd floor Room C219-C220,215/2
Chang Klan Road, Mueang,Chiang Mai, 50100, Thailand

Siam Legal Chiang Mai

Siam Legal Chiang Mai offers corporate, family, litigation, property, and immigration services. Our English-speaking
lawyers assist with company setup, visas, contracts, due diligence, land registration, and personal legal matters in
Northern Thailand.

Website: https://www.siam-legal.com/thai-law/chiang-mai-lawyer.php
Email: info@siam-legal.com

Phone: +66 53 818 306

S 1T A N1T



