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Cummins Dental Group has offered comprehensive dental services to families in the Springfield area for

more than 30 years. As a family dentist in Springfield, IL, the practice addresses a range of oral health needs,

including the placement of dental crowns and bridges to restore strength, function, and appearance for

patients with damaged or missing teeth.

Dental crowns serve as protective caps that cover and reinforce teeth that have lost significant structure due

to decay, fracture, or other issues. Crowns become particularly relevant after procedures such as root canal

treatment, when a tooth requires additional support to prevent cracking or further deterioration. Bridges, on

the other hand, replace one or more missing teeth by anchoring to adjacent natural teeth, helping maintain

proper bite alignment and preventing surrounding teeth from shifting over time.

The practice custom-designs both crowns and bridges to match the color, shape, and contour of a patient's

existing teeth. This approach supports not only aesthetics but also long-term oral health by distributing biting

forces evenly and preserving overall dental stability. With proper care, these restorations can provide many

years of reliable function.



Dr. Shannon R. Cummins, D.M.D., who leads the group, brings more than three decades of experience to

these procedures. A Springfield native, Dr. Cummins graduated from Griffin High School in 1979, earned a

Bachelor of Science degree from Benedictine College in 1983, and received his Doctor of Dental Medicine

degree from the Southern Illinois University School of Dental Medicine in 1987. He has treated thousands of

patients, including multiple generations within families.

"Each crown is custom-crafted to match the shape, contour, and color of surrounding teeth," said Dr.

Shannon R. Cummins, D.M.D., lead dentist at Cummins Dental Group. "Precise fit is critical, as a properly

designed crown supports healthy gums, maintains bite alignment, and allows comfortable chewing while

blending seamlessly with the patient's smile."

The dental team also includes Dr. Ethan M. Duewer, D.M.D., who grew up in Edwardsville, Illinois. Dr.

Duewer completed his Bachelor of Science degree at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville and earned his

Doctor of Dental Medicine degree from the Southern Illinois University School of Dental Medicine in 2017. He

maintains a strong interest in serving the community and participates in mission work.

Dr. Ethan M. Duewer, D.M.D., commented on the importance of these restorative options. "When a tooth has

undergone significant decay or root canal treatment, a crown acts as protective reinforcement," said Dr.

Ethan M. Duewer, D.M.D. "This helps the tooth function reliably for years while reducing the risk of future

fractures."

Cummins Dental Group evaluates each case individually to determine the most appropriate solution. Crowns

may be recommended when a tooth can no longer safely support a traditional filling due to the extent of

damage or its location. Bridges offer a reliable option in situations where adjacent teeth already require

crowns, when implant placement presents challenges due to bone limitations, or when a patient prefers a

non-surgical approach.

The practice currently serves between 2,500 and 3,000 active patients who come from Springfield as well as

areas as far as St. Louis, Missouri. Services encompass general and cosmetic dentistry, with dental crowns

and bridges forming an important component of restorative care for patients of all ages. The team's shared

educational background from the Southern Illinois University School of Dental Medicine contributes to

consistent clinical approaches across procedures.

For families, maintaining oral health involves addressing issues that arise at different life stages. Dental

crowns and bridges help restore function after damage from injury, decay, or wear, supporting the ability to

eat comfortably and smile with confidence. The continuity of care at the practice allows dentists to monitor

patient needs over time and provide treatments tailored to individual circumstances.



The longevity of Cummins Dental Group reflects steady service to the local community. Dr. Cummins has

built trust through years of personalized attention, while newer team members bring additional perspectives

and training. This combination enables the practice to handle both routine preventive care and more involved

restorative procedures such as crowns and bridges within the same setting.

Patients benefit from the focus on individualized care. Knowing patients as individuals supports more

effective treatment planning and fosters ongoing relationships. The dentists emphasize collaboration and

clear communication throughout the process, from initial evaluation to final placement of restorations.

Dental bridges help prevent the gradual shifting of teeth that can occur when gaps remain untreated. By

restoring balance to the bite, these appliances contribute to better chewing efficiency and long-term stability.

The practice selects options based on factors such as oral health status, bite alignment, and patient goals.

Crowns placed after root canal treatment protect brittle teeth that no longer receive internal hydration and

support. The outer covering seals and strengthens the tooth, allowing it to withstand normal biting forces.

Custom fabrication ensures that each restoration integrates naturally with the surrounding dentition.

Cummins Dental Group continues its commitment to professional dental care in the Springfield region. The

team's experience with dental crowns and bridges supports patients seeking to address structural concerns

and maintain oral health across generations. This restorative focus aligns with the broader goal of

comprehensive family dentistry.

Cummins Dental Group is a dental practice that provides general and cosmetic dentistry services for patients

of all ages. The group serves families in Springfield, Illinois, and surrounding communities with an emphasis

on individualized care and clinical expertise developed over more than 30 years.
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Cummins Dental Group

Cummins Dental Group provides comprehensive dental care in a stress-free environment. We believe everyone

deserves to have a beautiful, pain-free smile. W

Website: https://cumminsdentalgroup.com
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