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Green Thumb Tree Specialists is explaining why Ottawa and Russell homeowners seeking professional tree

care should select contractors with Arboriculture Canada training credentials rather than general tree services

that operate without recognized professional qualifications. The distinction between certified arborists and

unlicensed tree services has direct consequences for the quality of work performed, the safety of the

personnel conducting it, and the long-term health of the trees being managed.

Arboriculture Canada training programs establish a defined curriculum covering tree biology, pruning

standards, hazard assessment, equipment operation, and compliance with WorkSafeBC and provincial safety

standards. Arborists who complete that training have been evaluated against a consistent standard of

knowledge rather than accumulating experience informally without external assessment. That distinction

matters in a trade where incorrect pruning cuts, improper rigging techniques, and inadequate hazard

identification can cause lasting damage to trees and pose safety risks to workers and surrounding property.

General tree services that operate without recognized credentials often compete on price, leading

homeowners comparing quotes to inadvertently select a contractor whose lower cost reflects a lack of

training, insurance coverage, or professional accountability rather than operational efficiency. The

consequences of that selection typically emerge after the work is complete, when improper pruning produces

die-back, when a tree removed without adequate rigging causes property damage, or when an uninsured

contractor?s injury results in liability exposure for the property owner.

?The difference between a trained arborist and a general tree service is not always visible in a quote or a

website, but it becomes apparent in how the work is planned and executed,? said Riley Sheldrick, Owner of

Green Thumb Tree Specialists. ?Arboriculture Canada training covers the standards that determine whether



a tree is being pruned in a way that supports its long-term health or in a way that causes progressive decline.

Homeowners who understand that distinction make better decisions about who they hire.?

Green Thumb Tree Specialists holds an ISA Certified Arborist designation and employs Ottawa ISA-certified

arborist-trained practitioners for all tree assessment, pruning, and removal work across its service area. The

ISA Certified Arborist credential is recognized across North America and requires ongoing continuing

education to maintain, ensuring that credential holders remain current with evolving standards in tree care

practice. That ongoing education requirement distinguishes the credential from a one-time certification that

does not reflect continued professional development.

The company serves residential and commercial clients across Ottawa and Russell, with its Orleans tree

services coverage extending to east Ottawa communities, where suburban development along the Ottawa

River corridor creates consistent demand for professional tree care. Properties in Orleans and the

surrounding communities frequently include mature trees that require periodic assessment, structural

pruning, and, in some cases, risk management interventions that require the judgment of a trained arborist

rather than a general labourer with a chainsaw.

The Ottawa region?s urban and suburban tree canopy faces ongoing pressure from invasive pests,

climate-related stress, and the physical demands of trees growing in compacted urban soils with limited

root-zone access. Managing those pressures effectively requires species knowledge and diagnostic skills that

Arboriculture Canada training specifically addresses. For homeowners invested in maintaining mature trees

on their properties, selecting a trained and certified arborist is the primary way to ensure care decisions are

based on professional judgment rather than guesswork.

About Green Thumb Tree Specialists: Green Thumb Tree Specialists is an Ottawa-based company providing

ISA Certified Arborist tree care services to residential and commercial clients across Ottawa, Russell,

Orleans, and Eastern Ontario. The company provides tree assessments, pruning, removals, cabling, and risk

assessments, with all work conducted by Arboriculture Canada-trained and ISA-certified arborists.
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Green Thumb Tree Specialists is an Ottawa-based tree care company founded by Riley Sheldrick, providing residential

&amp; commercial clients with professional arborist services, including tree removal, tree pruning, tree trimming, and

emergency tree services.

Website: https://www.greenthumb-ottawa.com/

Email: office@greenthumb-ottawa.com

Phone: 613-869-5324


