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Colorado Transmission & Diesel Specialists Reaffirms

High-Altitude Diesel Performance Specialism

October 02, 2026

Fort Lupton, Colorado - October 02, 2026 -

Colorado Transmission &amp; Diesel Specialists has reaffirmed a regional specialism that separates its
diesel work from standard servicing for owners in Erie, Colorado: performance calibration tuned for
high-altitude driving rather than to factory sea-level settings. The Fort Lupton shop works on diesel trucks that
tow and climb grades along the Front Range, where altitude changes how an engine draws air, builds boost,

and manages heat.

Colorado Transmission &amp; Diesel Specialists provides diesel repair in Erie, Colorado, including diesel
performance upgrades and high-altitude performance calibration engineered for Colorado conditions rather
than standard factory specifications. The shop tunes turbocharger boost, airflow, and cooling for the thinner
air and sustained climbs that diesel owners near the Boulder County mountain access routes encounter when

hauling loads.

Altitude has a direct effect on how a diesel engine performs. Thinner air at elevation carries less oxygen,



which forces the turbocharger to work harder to deliver the boost the engine needs, and the additional work
raises exhaust and intake temperatures. Under the towing demands on Colorado grades, where an engine
may hold a heavy load up a long climb, those temperatures and pressures sit at the edge of what factory
sea-level settings were designed to handle. A truck calibrated for conditions at or near sea level is not

calibrated for the work it actually does on the Front Range.

Thermal management tuning is central to how the shop addresses this. Cooling capacity, fan behavior, and
the calibration that governs boost and fueling are adjusted so the engine holds safe temperatures while still
producing usable power on a grade. The aim is an engine that climbs and tows without overheating or losing
performance, rather than one running default values that assume flatter, lower, and cooler driving than

Colorado provides.

"We tune diesel systems for the altitude and the grades these trucks actually work, not to a factory number
set for sea level," said Doug Friedlan, Owner of Colorado Transmission &amp; Diesel Specialists. "Up here,
the turbo has to work harder for the same boost, the air is thinner, and heat builds faster when you are towing
a load up a long climb. Calibrating boost, airflow, and cooling for those conditions is what keeps a diesel

pulling reliably instead of fighting the mountain."

The work centers on diesel performance upgrades that match the platform in front of the shop. A Duramax
built for grade and towing duty is set up for the loads and elevation it sees on the Front Range, with boost,
airflow, and cooling treated as a single system rather than as separate adjustments. The shop diagnoses
each engine on evidence before recommending a calibration, on the basis that a performance change made

without confirming the underlying condition of the engine is a change made blind.

That diagnostic discipline draws a line between routine servicing and the kind of calibration the shop reaffirms
here. A standard service returns a vehicle to factory specification and assumes the factory settings fit the
driving. Performance calibration engineered for grade-climbing and towing starts from the conditions the truck
operates in, which, for a Front Range diesel, means elevation, sustained climbs, and heat under load that a

sea-level baseline does not account for.

"There is a real difference between servicing a truck back to factory spec and calibrating it for the job it does
here," Friedlan said. "Factory spec is a starting point. When a truck spends its life towing and climbing at
altitude, tuning it for those conditions is what protects the engine and gives the driver the performance they

are paying for."

For diesel owners around Erie who tow trailers, campers, or workloads over Colorado grades, the specialism
is a practical one rather than a label. The high-altitude calibration the shop reaffirms is built on the conditions

of the region it serves. Further details on the shop's diesel performance work and the trucks it calibrates can



be found through the Colorado Transmission &amp; Diesel Specialists web page.
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For more information about Colorado Transmission &amp; Diesel Specialists, contact the company
here:Colorado Transmission &amp; Diesel SpecialistsDoug

Friedlan303-655-3738ctds1021@gmail.com1021 Denver Avenue Fort LuptonCO 80621

Colorado Transmission & Diesel Specialists

Transmission Repair, Diesel Repair &amp; Automotive Repair we are a one stop repair shop every make &amp; model

foreign or domestic we fix everything.

Website: https://www.transmissionanddiesel.com/
Email: ctds1021@gmail.com
Phone: 303-655-3738
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