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JACKSONVILLE, FL - July 16, 2026 - 

Sasso Guerrero &amp; Henderlite, a Jacksonville-based family law firm, is highlighting the intricate

jurisdictional challenges that distinguish military divorces from civilian proceedings, as service members and

their spouses navigate the intersection of multiple state residency requirements and federal military

regulations.

Military families face substantially different procedural frameworks than civilian couples when determining

where to file for divorce, primarily due to frequent relocations through permanent change of station orders,

deployments, and temporary duty assignments. These movements create complex questions about legal

residency and domicile that require specialized knowledge to address effectively.

The determination of proper jurisdiction in military divorce cases involves multiple factors that rarely affect

civilian proceedings. Service members may maintain legal residency in one state while being stationed in



another, and their spouses may have established separate state residency through employment or other

connections. This multi-state presence creates procedural complexities that extend beyond simple

geography.

"Military families often have legitimate connections to three or four different states simultaneously, which

makes determining the appropriate forum for divorce proceedings particularly challenging," said Jay

Henderlite, Board Certified Marital &amp; Family Law Expert and managing partner at Sasso Guerrero &amp;

Henderlite. "The state where a divorce is filed can significantly impact custody arrangements, support

calculations, and property division, making jurisdiction one of the most critical initial decisions in these cases."

State residency requirements vary considerably across the nation, with some states requiring six months of

continuous presence while others mandate only 90 days. Military service members benefit from certain

protections under the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, which can affect procedural timelines, but these

protections add another layer of complexity to jurisdictional determinations.

The firm notes that custody and parenting plan decisions face additional complications when parents

maintain residency in different states. Interstate custody disputes involve the Uniform Child Custody

Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act, which establishes protocols for determining which state has authority over

custody matters. For military families, frequent relocations can trigger ongoing jurisdictional questions even

after initial custody orders are established.

Property division and support calculations also vary significantly between states, making the choice of

jurisdiction a strategic consideration with long-term financial implications. Some states follow community

property principles while others apply equitable distribution standards, leading to potentially different

outcomes for the same military family depending on where proceedings occur.

The intersection of federal military benefits and state divorce law creates unique challenges requiring military

divorce guidance from attorneys familiar with both systems. Understanding how different states treat military

retirement under the Uniformed Services Former Spouses' Protection Act, disability benefits, and other

service-connected entitlements becomes essential for informed decision-making.

Sasso Guerrero &amp; Henderlite serves military families throughout Northeast Florida, including Clay

County, Duval County, Nassau County, and St. Johns County. The firm maintains three Board Certified

Marital &amp; Family Law Experts as managing partners, providing comprehensive family law services

including adoption, child custody, collaborative divorce, and prenuptial agreements, alongside criminal law

representation. The firm's experience with military divorce cases encompasses the full spectrum of issues



unique to service members and their families navigating dissolution proceedings.
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Sasso Guerrero & Henderlite

Sasso Guerrero &amp; Henderlite is a Jacksonville law firm representing clients in divorce, family law, and domestic

violence cases. With three Board-Certified partners, the firm handles custody, support, alimony, and property division

with dedication.
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