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Agadir-based operators report rising demand for guided desert journeys that combine camel trekking,

traditional Berber hospitality, and multi-day itineraries into Morocco?s southern landscapes.

Sahara desert expeditions have seen growing demand for private, multi-day trips that emphasize cultural

immersion over conventional sightseeing, according to tour operators serving the region.

Southern Morocco, home to the Erg Chebbi sand sea, the Draa Valley, and the UNESCO-listed Kasbah of Ait

Ben Haddou, has become a focal point for this type of travel. Operators report that itineraries combining

camel trekking, overnight stays in traditional desert camps, and guided visits to remote villages are among

the most requested formats for the 2026 season.

Berber guides, who have lived in the regions they now show visitors, play a central role in these expeditions.

Their knowledge of local terrain, dialects, and cultural practices allows travelers to access areas and

experiences that remain outside the scope of conventional group tours. Guides often lead fossil hunts in the

ancient seabeds near Erfoud, introduce visitors to nomadic families who maintain seasonal tent settlements,



and share medicinal plant knowledge passed down through generations.

Said, founder of Morocco Countryside Tours, a family-run operator based in Marrakech that employs native

Berber guides, said the shift toward private travel reflects a maturing market. ?Travelers today are more

informed and more selective. They want to understand where they are, who lived there before them, and how

people live there now. A guide who grew up in that landscape can offer that context in a way that a hotel

concierge or guidebook cannot.?

The Moonlight Desert Camp, a traditional Berber encampment among the Erg Chebbi dunes, exemplifies the

type of accommodation that has gained traction. The camp accommodates small groups in nomadic-style

tents or on open mattresses under the desert sky. Meals follow traditional Berber recipes, and evenings

include music and storytelling around a fire.

Route structures vary widely. Shorter journeys from Marrakech reach the rocky Agafay Desert in a single day,

while full trans-Morocco expeditions cross the High Atlas Mountains, pass through the Ziz Valley?s

million-palm oasis, and continue to Fes, Chefchaouen, or the Atlantic coast over 15 days.

Industry observers note that the rise of private desert tourism has also created economic opportunities in

rural southern Morocco. Guide positions provide steady income in regions where traditional livelihoods such

as herding and small-scale farming have become less reliable due to changing rainfall patterns. Several

operators, including Morocco Countryside Tours, hire guides directly from the communities they serve, which

keeps tourism revenue within those communities.

Morocco?s tourism sector has prioritized sustainable and community-based models in recent years, with

government programs supporting guide training and desert camp infrastructure in the southern regions. The

shift toward private, guide-led travel aligns with these broader policy goals.

Seasonal timing plays a role in planning these expeditions. The optimal travel window runs from October

through April, when daytime temperatures are moderate and overnight lows remain comfortable. Berber

guides adjust route timing based on seasonal conditions, starting morning treks earlier during hotter months

and extending evening programs when the weather permits.

Many travelers combine multiple regions into a single itinerary, stitching together desert camping with visits to

the blue-washed streets of Chefchaouen, the Roman ruins of Volubilis, or the Atlantic surf town of Taghazout.

The flexibility to design a personalized route without fixed group schedules has become a key factor in the

growing preference for private over packaged travel.



###

For more information about Morocco Countryside Tours, contact the company here:Morocco Countryside

ToursContact Details:+212 672 184 628info@moroccocountrysidetours.comBab El Ksour, Marrakech,

Morocco

Morocco Countryside Tours

Morocco Countryside Tours is a Moroccan travel company specializing in private, custom tours across the country. Led

by experienced local guides, they offer cultural, desert, mountain, coastal, and city tours designed to provide authentic

experiences

Website: https://moroccocountrysidetours.com/

Email: info@moroccocountrysidetours.com

Phone: +212 672 184 628


