Schooner Bay Builders Addresses Fort Myers Kitchen
Designer Demand for Open Concept Transformations in

Older Homes
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CAPE CORAL, FL - July 17, 2026 -

Schooner Bay Builders reports a significant increase in homeowners seeking kitchen layout redesigns
throughout Fort Myers, as residents with homes built during the 1980s and 1990s pursue modern open
concept living spaces. The Southwest Florida remodeling company has documented a steady rise in requests
to transform closed-off, compartmentalized kitchens into connected layouts that better accommodate

contemporary lifestyles and entertaining needs.

The trend reflects broader changes in how families use their homes, with the kitchen evolving from an
isolated workspace to the central hub of household activity. Many Fort Myers properties constructed during
the late twentieth century feature separated kitchen designs that no longer align with current preferences for
integrated living spaces. These older layouts typically include walls dividing the kitchen from dining and living

areas, creating barriers that homeowners now view as obstacles to family interaction and social gatherings.



Schooner Bay Builders has developed specialized expertise in the complex process of opening up these
older layouts, which requires careful structural planning, permitting navigation, and precise wall removal work.
The company's approach addresses the unique challenges presented by each property's original
construction, ensuring that load-bearing considerations and building code requirements are properly

managed throughout the transformation process.

"The shift toward open concept kitchens represents more than an aesthetic preference," states Dustin
Gardner of Schooner Bay Builders. "Homeowners are recognizing that their closed-off kitchens limit daily
functionality and reduce their homes' entertainment potential. The redesign process typically involves
structural assessment, permit acquisition, and careful coordination of multiple trades to safely remove walls
while maintaining the home's integrity. We're seeing families gain tremendous value from these

transformations, both in terms of daily living and property appreciation."

The company's experience as a Fort Myers kitchen designer has revealed consistent patterns in homeowner
motivations for pursuing these renovations. Beyond the desire for improved flow and connectivity, clients
frequently cite the need for better natural light distribution, enhanced supervision of children's activities, and
the ability to engage with guests while preparing meals. These functional improvements often accompany

updates to cabinetry, countertops, and flooring that further modernize the space.

The technical aspects of converting compartmentalized kitchens into open layouts require comprehensive
planning and execution. Structural engineers must evaluate load paths and determine appropriate support
systems when walls are removed. Electrical and plumbing systems often need rerouting to accommodate
new configurations. The permitting process in Fort Myers requires detailed documentation of these

modifications to ensure compliance with local building codes and safety standards.

Schooner Bay Builders has observed that successful kitchen layout redesigns in older homes typically involve
a phased approach that minimizes disruption to daily routines while ensuring thorough completion of each
construction stage. The company's portfolio includes numerous transformations of 1980s and 1990s homes
throughout Southwest Florida, demonstrating proven methodologies for addressing the specific challenges

these properties present.

Homeowners exploring these renovations can access educational resources through videos by Schooner
Bay, which document various aspects of the remodeling process and showcase completed projects. These
materials provide insight into the transformation possibilities available for older home renovations while

illustrating the technical expertise required for successful execution.



Schooner Bay Builders operates throughout Southwest Florida, specializing in custom home construction and
comprehensive remodeling services. The company maintains a focus on quality craftsmanship, transparent
communication, and innovative design solutions. With decades of experience working alongside the region's
respected builders, the firm has established itself as a resource for homeowners seeking to modernize their
living spaces while preserving structural integrity and maximizing property value.
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For more information about Schooner Bay Builders, LLC, contact the company here:Schooner Bay
buildersDustin Gardner(239) 333-2345Dustin@schoonerbaybuilders.com1210 Del Prado Blvd SCape Coral,
FL, 33990

Schooner Bay Builders, LLC

Schooner Bay Builders is a Cape Coral, FL builder specializing in kitchen remodeling, bath remodeling, and new home

construction across Southwest Florida, with a focus on trusted service, upgraded features, and lasting value.

Website: https://schoonerbaybuilders.com/
Email: Dustin@schoonerbaybuilders.com

Phone: (239) 333-2345
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