After Hottest Spring on Record, Total Shade LLC Urges
Arizona Schools and Municipalities to Lock In Shade

Projects Before the Next Heat Season

July 09, 2026

Phoenix, Arizona - July 09, 2026 -

The numbers do not negotiate. Phoenix just closed out its hottest meteorological spring ever recorded, with
an average temperature of 80.2 degrees and triple-digit heat arriving weeks ahead of historical norms. The
Maricopa County Department of Public Health confirmed 430 heat-related deaths in 2025, and dozens of
possible heat deaths from this spring remain under investigation. Against that backdrop, Total Shade, a
licensed and insured commercial shade structure company serving Arizona and Nevada for more than 25
years, is calling on school districts, municipalities, parks departments, and hospitality operators to begin

shade planning now, ahead of the 2027 heat season.

The public health case for engineered shade is not a marketing claim. It is documented by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, the Environmental Protection Agency, and OSHA, all of which identify shade
as a primary defense against heat illness and ultraviolet exposure. Researchers at Arizona State University's
SHaDE Lab have measured how engineered shade dramatically reduces radiant heat loads in public spaces,
and unshaded playground equipment in Phoenix summer conditions can reach surface temperatures capable

of burning a child's skin in seconds.



"Every facility manager in Arizona saw what this spring looked like. The question is no longer whether
extreme heat is an operational reality. It is whether public spaces will be usable at all without engineered
shade," said Clint Butler, Digital Marketing at Total Shade LLC. "A shade structure commissioned in the fall is

protecting students, park visitors, and guests by spring. One commissioned in April is a season too late."”

For institutional buyers, the calculus extends beyond comfort. Unshaded playgrounds, courtyards, pool
decks, and gathering areas carry burn liability, ADA compliance considerations, and lost facility utilization
during the months when outdoor programming matters most. Shade structures also reduce cooling loads on
adjacent buildings and extend the service life of playground equipment, site furnishings, and vehicles. For
school districts, that means recess and physical education programs that do not get canceled. For
municipalities, it means parks and event spaces residents can actually use from May through September. For

hotels and resorts, it means pool decks and outdoor dining that generate revenue instead of sitting empty.

The timeline is where most institutions get caught. A commercial shade project moves through site
assessment, structural design, engineering review, municipal permitting, fabrication, and installation, a
process that can span several months and often must align with budget cycles, board approvals, and
procurement requirements. Organizations that begin planning in July and August control that sequence.
Those that wait for the first triple-digit forecast of spring compete for engineering capacity, permit slots, and

installation crews at the exact moment demand peaks.

Total Shade LLC engineers and installs commercial-grade structures built to Arizona conditions: steel
columns with a minimum 3 mil powder coat finish, roofing in either metal standing seam panels or tensioned
HDPE shade fabric, and marine-grade stainless or hot-dip galvanized hardware. The company's standard
Commercial 340/95 fabric is available in standard, heavy weight, and fire-resistant configurations, is certified
to CSFM 1237.1 and NFPA 701, is 100 percent lead-free and phthalate-free, and carries UV warranties of 10

to 15 years. All structures are engineered for local wind loads and delivered with full permitting support.

Every structure is engineered for local wind loads and soil conditions, and the company manages permitting
directly with municipalities across both states. For public agencies, that single-source accountability means a

stalled permit does not push a project into the next fiscal year.

"Districts and cities that start the conversation in July or August control their timeline. Those that wait inherit
whatever the backlog allows," Butler added. "We are asking Arizona's institutional decision-makers to treat
shade the way they treat any other life-safety infrastructure: plan it before it is needed. The data from this

spring makes the case better than any sales pitch could.”



Total Shade LLC provides site assessments, engineering, permitting, fabrication, and installation for parks,
schools, municipalities, and hospitality venues across Arizona and Nevada. The company builds ramadas,
commercial cabanas, hip structures, tensioned fabric sails, and fully custom shade structures, and also
provides canopy replacement and repair services for existing installations. Site assessments for the fall
planning cycle are being scheduled now at (602) 265-0905.
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For more information about Total Shade LLC, contact the company here:Total ShadeRich Gibson(602)

265-0905info@totalshadellc.com2331 W. Holly Street Phoenix, AZ 85009

Total Shade LLC

Total Shade LLC designs and builds high-quality custom shade structures for residential, commercial, and recreational
spaces?combining function, durability, and style to fit your needs.

Website: https://www.totalshadellc.com/
Email: info@totalshadellc.com

Phone: (602) 265-0905
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