Rising Insurance Cliffs Complicate Metro Detroit

Highway Accident Claims

July 13, 2026

July 13, 2026 -

Ongoing adjustments to the state auto insurance framework continue to reshape how regional motorists
handle the financial aftermath of major highway accidents. Ever since the legislative shift away from
mandatory, unlimited personal injury protection benefits, the local regulatory ecosystem has introduced tiered
options that allow policyholders to cap their medical coverage. While these changes were intended to provide
consumers with variable premium pricing, they have simultaneously created unexpected financial
vulnerabilities for drivers who suffer severe or catastrophic injuries. Schefman &amp; Associates, PC
frequently notes that when baseline policy limits are exhausted rapidly during acute hospitalization, families
are left trying to navigate an intricate legal landscape to cover the remaining costs of long-term rehabilitation.
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The practical reality of these tiered policies becomes apparent in the immediate weeks following a high-speed
collision on regional thoroughfares. Under the current framework, an individual?s own auto insurance
provider remains responsible for covering initial medical treatments, up to 85% of lost income, and basic
household replacement services under personal injury protection guidelines. However, severe trauma?such
as closed-head brain injuries, complex spinal fractures, and permanent nerve damage?routinely incurs
specialized clinical bills that dwarf lower-tier policy limits of $250,000 or $500,000. Once these internal policy
caps are reached, injured parties face a steep coverage cliff, shifting the burden of ongoing care onto private
health insurance, public programs, or personal savings. To bridge this financial gap, the intervention of car
accident attorneys in Detroit, Ml is increasingly utilized to identify liable third parties and evaluate whether the

statutory threshold for a bodily injury negligence lawsuit has been met.

Statutory timelines place a rigid constraint on a victim's ability to seek compensation from an at-fault
motorist's liability policy. State law enforces a strict three-year statute of limitations for filing third-party
personal injury lawsuits, an absolute deadline that leaves no room for administrative delay. Concurrently,
first-party claims against a driver's own insurer face separate, highly compressed reporting windows that

require formal applications for benefits within one year of the accident. Retaining car accident attorneys in



Detroit, Ml early in the recovery process helps prevent the accidental forfeiture of these rights while ensuring
that critical physical evidence, electronic data logs, and eyewitness accounts are legally preserved. This
immediate intervention also prevents common procedural mistakes, such as signing sweeping, early-stage
insurance releases that inadvertently waive the right to pursue future claims if latent medical complications

develop months down the road.

Overcoming the adversarial nature of insurance evaluations demands an objective, evidence-based
approach to documenting damages. Corporate claims adjusters frequently scrutinize catastrophic injury
filings, attempting to limit corporate financial exposure by attributing long-term functional limitations to
pre-existing conditions or questioning the objective necessity of intensive rehabilitative care. Countering
these denials requires the collection of comprehensive neurological assessments, orthopedic prognoses, and
vocational economic reports that translate physical limitations into verifiable financial figures. Personal injury
teams at Schefman &amp; Associates, PC take over these complex corporate communications, allowing
recovering individuals to focus on physical healing while a dedicated legal team constructs a substantiated
evidentiary record capable of withstanding strict judicial review during a formal trial if pre-trial mediation fails

to yield an equitable resolution.

Schefman &amp; Associates, PC is a personal injury law firm headquartered in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan,
providing legal representation to individuals throughout the Detroit metropolitan area and surrounding
communities. The firm concentrates its practice on motor vehicle collisions, medical malpractice, and
complex injury litigation, leveraging decades of local courtroom experience to advocate for policyholders
facing insurance disputes.
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