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New market analysis from Artisan Design Remodel shows that homebuyers in the Phoenix metro area are

paying between $15,000 and $30,000 more for homes with updated kitchens, according to local real estate

agent data compiled by the design and remodeling firm. The findings, published in a detailed analysis on the

company's blog, point to the kitchen as the single room most likely to influence a buyer's decision to make an

offer.

The analysis found that homes with dated kitchens commonly see buyer credit requests or price reductions in

that same $15,000 to $30,000 range, effectively shifting the cost of a future remodel onto the seller at the

negotiating table. Homes with updated kitchens also tend to move through the sales process 10 to 20 days

faster than comparable listings with outdated kitchens, a factor that directly affects a seller's carrying costs

during a sale, including mortgage payments, utilities, and insurance on a property still owned by the seller.

According to the analysis, the pattern reflects how buyers evaluate a home during a showing. Most buyers



form an impression of a property within the first several minutes of a tour, and the kitchen carries more weight

in that impression than any other room. A dated kitchen requires buyers to mentally account for a renovation

before move-in, a leap many are unwilling to make without a price adjustment. A dated kitchen also gives

buyers a built-in talking point during the inspection process, often becoming grounds for a credit request that

has little to do with the inspection findings themselves.

The analysis notes that the effect extends beyond the negotiating table. Listing photos of an updated kitchen

tend to generate more online clicks and showing requests than photos of a dated one, a meaningful factor in

a market where buyers are narrowing dozens of listings down to a handful before ever scheduling a tour. The

data also points to a lower-cost option for sellers who are not planning a full renovation before listing. A

modest seller-side refresh, such as new hardware, updated lighting, and fresh paint on existing cabinetry, can

be enough to remove the kitchen from the negotiation entirely, according to the analysis, often heading off a

credit request several times larger than the cost of the refresh itself.

Audrey Thacker, founder of Artisan Design Remodel, said the data reflects a pattern seen consistently across

Phoenix listings.

"Buyers are not just reacting to style preferences when they walk into a kitchen," Thacker said. "They are

pricing in the time, cost, and disruption of a project they would have to take on themselves, and that shows

up directly in the offers they write."

The analysis also identifies specific preferences among Phoenix buyers, including transitional design styles

with warm neutral palettes, quartz countertop surfaces, layered lighting suited to the region's extended

daylight hours, and open kitchen-to-living-room layouts. These preferences reflect the state's climate and light

conditions as much as they reflect current design trends, with easy-to-maintain surfaces standing out as a

practical consideration for buyers touring homes in a dust- and sun-heavy climate. Local agent feedback also

points to a fairly consistent buyer wish list across neighborhoods from central Phoenix to Chandler and

Gilbert, with island layouts and flow between kitchen and living space ranking among the most requested

features.

The findings arrive as Phoenix's housing market continues to see average time on market between 58 and 65

days, giving sellers more reason to evaluate which upgrades affect buyer interest before a home is listed.

Artisan Design Remodel is a Phoenix-based home remodeling company specializing in kitchen and bathroom

design, whole-home renovations, and design and planning services for homeowners across the Phoenix

metro area, including Scottsdale, Fountain Hills, Paradise Valley, and Biltmore.
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