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Arizona businesses do not need a meteorologist to tell them summer is expensive. They need someone to

show them the line items. Total Shade LLC, a licensed and insured commercial shade structure company

serving Arizona and Nevada for more than 25 years, has published a new analysis, Commercial Shade and

Cooling Costs in Extreme Heat, that examines how engineered shade structures reduce the operating costs

that extreme heat imposes on commercial and institutional properties across the state.

The timing is not incidental. Phoenix has just come off its hottest spring on record, and every month of

triple-digit heat drives HVAC systems, refrigeration units, and outdoor operations harder. The U.S.

Department of Energy has long documented that solar heat gain through windows and building envelopes is

a primary driver of cooling loads, and that exterior shading is among the most effective ways to stop that heat

before it enters the building. Total Shade's analysis translates that principle into Arizona commercial terms:

what direct sun costs a property in energy, in asset wear, and in unusable square footage, and what properly

engineered shade gives back.



"Most facility budgets treat summer cooling costs as weather, something that just happens to you. They are

not weather. They are a design problem, and design problems have solutions," said Clint Butler, Digital

Marketing at Total Shade LLC. "When you shade a west-facing glass storefront, a rooftop unit, a patio, or a

parking field, you are not buying comfort. You are buying down an operating expense that repeats every

single summer."

The numbers behind the analysis are direct. Surfaces under knitted HDPE shade fabric run 30 to 40 degrees

cooler than surfaces in full sun, and the breathable weave releases rising hot air rather than trapping it. The

space beneath a properly engineered structure feels 10 to 20 degrees cooler than direct Arizona sun, and the

company's standard Commercial 340/95 fabric blocks up to 96 percent of UV radiation per manufacturer

specifications. For buildings, that means lower solar heat gain on shaded walls, windows, and rooftop

equipment. For outdoor assets, it means vehicles, playground equipment, and site furnishings that last longer

and stay usable through the hottest months.

The beneficiaries are not hypothetical. Restaurants and hotels recover patio and pool deck revenue that

evaporates in July. Schools and municipalities keep playgrounds, courtyards, and park spaces in service

instead of closing them. Office and retail properties ease the load on HVAC systems that would otherwise run

flat out against unshaded glass. Healthcare campuses protect patients, staff, and emergency equipment

staging areas from radiant heat.

Total Shade LLC builds exclusively for commercial and institutional clients. Structures are engineered on

steel columns with a minimum 3 mil powder coat finish, roofed in metal standing seam panels or tensioned

HDPE shade fabric, and assembled with marine-grade stainless or hot-dip galvanized hardware. The

Commercial 340/95 fabric line is available in standard, heavy weight, and fire-resistant configurations,

certified to CSFM 1237.1 and NFPA 701, 100 percent lead-free and phthalate-free, and backed by UV

warranties of 10 to 15 years. Every project includes engineering for local wind loads and full permitting

support.

"The article gives facility managers the framework we walk through on every site assessment: where the heat

is costing you, what shade geometry actually addresses it, and what the structure costs against what it

saves," Butler added. "We would rather a district or a property group read the analysis first and call us with

hard questions."

The full analysis is available now at totalshadellc.com. Site assessments for commercial properties across

Arizona and Nevada can be scheduled at (602) 265-0905.



Total Shade LLC is a licensed and insured commercial shade structure company based in Phoenix, Arizona,

with more than 25 years of experience designing, engineering, and installing shade solutions for commercial

and institutional clients throughout Arizona and Nevada. The company builds ramadas, commercial cabanas,

hip structures, tensioned fabric sails, and fully custom shade structures, and provides canopy replacement

and repair services for existing installations.
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Total Shade LLC

Total Shade LLC designs and builds high-quality custom shade structures for residential, commercial, and recreational

spaces?combining function, durability, and style to fit your needs.

Website: https://www.totalshadellc.com/

Email: info@totalshadellc.com

Phone: (602) 265-0905


