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Bangkok, Thailand - July 23, 2026 - 

Siam Legal International, a full-service law firm with more than 22 years of experience assisting foreign

nationals in Thailand, is warning expatriates to exercise extreme caution following a case in which a former

resident was detained by Thai authorities after being linked to repeated ATM withdrawals connected to a call

center scam network, facing charges that carry potential prison sentences and fines under Thai law.

Authorities identified a pattern of repeated ATM withdrawals across multiple locations totaling several million

baht, with the transactions linked to accounts connected to an organized call center fraud operation.

Following an investigation, the individual was detained while withdrawing cash tied to these accounts and

now faces charges related to unauthorized card use and fraud. The case illustrates how quickly what may

appear to be a casual or informal arrangement can escalate into serious criminal liability under Thai law. Thai

banks and authorities actively monitor unusual ATM behavior, particularly repeated withdrawals across

multiple locations, and cross-reference transaction patterns with known fraud networks as part of ongoing

enforcement operations.

The mechanism through which expatriates become involved in these situations follows a consistent pattern.



Approaches typically come through casual contacts, dating applications, messaging platforms, or informal

freelance offers targeting foreign residents who may be less familiar with Thai financial crime law. The task

itself is framed as simple, a quick withdrawal, a straightforward transfer, or holding funds briefly on someone

else's behalf. Legally, however, the moment an individual handles money connected to a fraud network, they

are treated as part of that operation regardless of their stated level of knowledge or involvement. Claiming

ignorance of the source of funds is rarely an effective defense once a person is linked to the transactions in

question.

"These situations are designed to look harmless from the outside, and that is precisely what makes them

dangerous," said Rex Baay, Operations Manager at Siam Legal International. "Expats are specifically

targeted because they are seen as accessible and as less likely to recognize the warning signs. But Thai law

does not distinguish between the person running the scam and the person moving the money. If you are part

of that chain, you face the same category of charges." The full case breakdown and its implications for

expatriates in Thailand are covered in Siam Legal on expat money mule arrests in Thailand.

Involvement in money mule activity carries consequences beyond the immediate criminal charges. A

conviction or even an active investigation can directly affect visa status, work permit validity, and long-term

eligibility to remain in Thailand. Organized scam networks that rely on local money movers treat these roles

as integral to their operation, and prosecutors and courts approach them accordingly. Foreign nationals who

have already been approached with offers of this kind, or who have participated in any cash withdrawal or

transfer arrangement on behalf of a third party, are strongly advised to seek qualified legal advice in Thailand

before the situation escalates further. Anyone who declines an approach of this kind is also advised to report

it to the Anti-Online Scam Operation Center at 1441, as early reporting helps authorities map active

recruitment networks operating in Thailand.

Siam Legal International is a full-service law firm with more than 22 years of experience assisting foreign

nationals in Thailand, with offices in Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Pattaya. The firm provides

comprehensive legal support across cybercrime, litigation, immigration, property transactions, and business

law.
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