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Siam Legal International, a full-service law firm with more than 22 years of experience assisting foreign

nationals in Thailand, is advising foreign investors and businesses to review their investment structures and

compliance frameworks following the launch of Thailand's FastPass scheme, a government initiative targeting

900 billion to one trillion baht in actual foreign direct investment and designed to accelerate approved projects

from paper commitments into real operational activity.

Thailand's Deputy Prime Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas launched the FastPass scheme to accelerate the

approval process for high-impact investment projects, with promoted investors required to commit at least

20% of their total investment within the current year. The scheme has already produced measurable results.

In its first phase, FastPass resolved regulatory bottlenecks for 76 previously approved projects valued at over

USD 14.4 billion, approximately 474 billion baht. A second cohort covering 25 projects from 23 companies

worth USD 6.7 billion, approximately 223 billion baht, has since been launched, with each project receiving a

formal Thailand FastPass certificate. The initiative coordinates eight key government agencies including the

Board of Investment, the Department of Industrial Works, the Customs Department, the Industrial Estate



Authority of Thailand, and the Energy Regulatory Commission.

Thailand's broader investment momentum in 2026 has been substantial. The BOI approved investment

promotion applications for 1,300 projects valued at approximately USD 38.7 billion in the first half of 2026,

with total foreign and domestic investment applications surging 37% year-on-year to hit USD 43.6 billion

across 1,299 projects, driven primarily by digital infrastructure and artificial intelligence data center

investment. The digital sector alone accounted for approximately USD 33 billion in investment applications,

making it the dominant driver of Thailand's current investment cycle.

The FastPass scheme is accompanied by the Skill Bridge program, which is designed to facilitate technology

transfer and upgrade the skills of Thai workers to support the new investment projects coming online. For

companies entering Thailand, Skill Bridge is expected to shape how businesses plan hiring, training, and

long-term operational structures, as new investment projects often depend on local teams being ready to

work with new systems, tools, and production methods. The government has confirmed it will continue

deploying public private partnerships, state enterprise investment, and foreign direct investment channels

alongside FastPass to sustain growth momentum.

"Thailand's investment environment is moving faster than many foreign businesses are prepared for, and that

creates both opportunity and compliance risk," said Rex Baay, Operations Manager at Siam Legal

International. "The FastPass scheme is designed to remove bureaucratic friction for qualifying projects, but

investors still need to understand the local legal framework, ownership rules, and sector-specific

requirements before committing capital. The speed of the approval process does not reduce the importance

of structuring correctly from day one." A full breakdown of what the FastPass initiative means for foreign

investors considering Thailand is available in Siam Legal's Thailand FastPass investment guide.

For foreign investors planning to enter or expand in Thailand, the FastPass environment points to increased

attention on sectors linked to new technology, industrial development, and long-term competitiveness. Board

of Investment promotion provides qualifying businesses with streamlined approvals, tax incentives, and in

certain cases the right to own land and operate in sectors otherwise restricted under the Foreign Business

Act. Understanding which sectors qualify for BOI promotion, how the FastPass commitment requirement

interacts with existing investment plans, and how the Skill Bridge workforce development obligations may

affect operational planning are all considerations that benefit from early legal review before project

commitments are made.

Siam Legal International is a full-service law firm with more than 22 years of experience assisting foreign

nationals in Thailand, with offices in Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Pattaya. The firm provides



comprehensive legal support across corporate structuring, foreign investment, BOI applications, regulatory

compliance, immigration, and property transactions.
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